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geuearsit ase 
og Lhe hon. George M. Keim, elected a inember 
of cogress from Pennsylvania, to supply the va- 
cancy occasioned by the resignation of Mr. Muh- 
lenberg; appeared, was qualified and took his seat 


on Saturday last. 





iT he remains of the hon. Timothy J. Carter 


| were interred on Saturday last, afler the usual cere- 


monies in the hall of the house of representatives. 
The president and vice president of the United 


' States, the heads of departments, the meinbers of 


both houses of congress, and a large body of citi- 
zens and strangers attended the funeral. 





OverTON CARR, esq., doorkeeper of the house 
of representatives, died on the 19th inst. On 
Thursday last the house adjonrned at 4 o’clock for 
the purpose of attending his funeral. Mr. Carr 
was an old and faithful servant, and was warmly 
esteemed by a nu:ferous body of friends. 





Dr. NATHANIEL BowpirTcu, the most learned 
and astute mathematician in this country, died in 
Boston on the 16th inst., in the 65th year of his 
age. His translation of the Mecanique Celeste, with 
annotations, is left unfinished. 





Tue HON. JoHN M. Parton, of the house of 
representatives, has been elected a member of the 
executive council of Virginia, in the place of Mr. 
McFarland. We do not know whether Mr. Pat- 
ton has decided to accept this distinguished mark 
of the respect and confidence of his native state; 
but we express the cominon sentiment when we 
say, that there is not in the house of representa- 
lives a more able and efficient member, or one 


| whose absence will be more deeply felt or sincerely 


deplored. 





_Misstsstppr. The Vicksburg Sentinel of the Ist 
inst. states that the governor has ordered a new 


_ election for two members of congress, to serve du- 


ing the remainder of the 25th congress. The 


_ election to be held on the 23d and 24th of April. 
The Gallatin Star nominates general A. G. Brown 


of Copia, and Roger Barton of Marshall, and from 


this itis inferred by the Sentinel that Messrs. Clai- 


borne and Gholson, are withdrawn from the course. 
Messrs. Prentiss and Word are up for re-election. 





Tue Paenrx BAnx investigation closed on Sa- 
turday last, and the committee have returned to 
Albany. The facts disclosed have elicited much 
comment, and form a curious chapter in the history 
of modern banking. We will publish the report of 
the co:ntnittee, and such portions of the testimony 
as will enable our readers to understand the whole 


| matter, 





From THE ARMY—OFFICLAL. Information has 
been received at the war departinent from Fort Jupi- 
ter, Florida, as late as the 7th March, which states 
that, up to that time, more than three hundred 
Indians and one hundred and fifty Seminole ne- 
ie had come in. From information derived 
fon them, it was believed that Sam Jones and his 
party were lying concealed on the islands of the 

verglades. Alligator and his party on the west 
7 the O-kee-cho-bee, and Co-a-co-o-chee, with 
band in the swamps of the St. Lucie. It was 
“'S0 reported there, that many of the Mickasukies 
Were making their way in small parties of two, 
seal and four, back to the Wahoo and Witbla- 
fee lee. It is evident that they will not fight again 
out ore avoid it; their sole object being to get 
= of the way of the whites, and procure the 
ieans offsubsistence. It is believed that nearly all 
tH cattle have been destroyed, and most of their 
mr captured. Abraham says that there are not 
io than fifteen or twenty negroes left in the na- 


‘ order to search the Everglades, and if possible 
oe and dislodge the Indians from the islands, 
ve ee of artillery under colonel Bankhead 
wheal cen sent from Indian river to Key Biscayne, 
tear they are to take boats and proceed by New 
He a the Everglades. Major Lauderdale, with 
° lundred Tennesseeans, and a company of the 
artillery, under lieutenant Anderson, are already 
on hia river, kaving marched from Fort Jupiter 
“ “le 2d instant. Lieutenant Powell, of the navy, 
Vou. LIV.—Sia 4: 


is to co-operate in this movement, which will give 
colonel Bankhead a moving force of nearly six 
hundred men. [ Globe. 

Letters had been received at Charleston, S. C. 
which state that Capt. Higgins and Williain Red- 
ding, of the steamboat Alabaina, while on a gunning 
excursion onthe 5th inst. on New river, about 
twenty-five miles north of Key Biscayne, were 
killed by a party of Indians. Col. Pierce made an 
attempt to discover the Indians, but failed to do so. 





Extract of a letter received in Savannah from an 

officer of the army, dated 
“Fort Metton, (E. F.) Fed. 10, 1838. 

Report says that Cooacoochhe (Wild Cat) is 
now on anisiand in the most extensive lake yet dis- 
covered in Florida. (Cheechoobee.) Itis so distant 
from the shore as not to be visible. Here he has 
collected his women and children. Two hundred 
head of cattle were taken on the 28th of January by 
the army. The Indians appear determined to fight 
to the last: so the war is no nearer its termination. 
to all appearances, than when it first begun.” 

Georgian. 

New Hampsuir_e. Mr. Hill has been re-elected 
governor of this state by a majority of two or three 
thousand votes. The following are the returns 
trom 185 towns: 





For Isaac Hill, 24396 
Jas. Wilson, jr., 23287 
1109 


The result in the legislature is doubtful—but. 
it is said that the senate will be administration, 
by a majority of two or three, and that the lower 
house will be comprised of a majority of whigs. 
We will give the particulars in our next. 





Gen. Scott, who was confined at Albany for 
several days, by indisposition, produced by fatigue 
and exposure, arrived at New York on Wednesday 
last on his way to Washington. ‘The whole frontier 
was quiet and no danger was apprehended of a re- 
newal of hostilities by the patriots. 

The following resolution, introduced by the hon. 
J. McDonell, has passed the senate of Michigan. 
Itis a just and well deserved compliment. 

Resolved, by the senate of Michigan, that the vi- 
gilant and energetic conduct of major general Scott, 
of the United States army, in sustaining the neu- 
trality of the United States, and preserving the 
peace of the northern and northwestern frontier is 
deserving of the highest approbation; and that how- 
ever the people of Michigan may sympathise with 
those struggling for the advancement of human li- 
berty, yet the supremacy of the laws of the union, 
and the preservation of the faith of treaties is by 
them esteemed a paramount duty. 





FOREIGN NEWS. 


LATE From ENGLAND. The packet ship Ros- 
coe, captain Delano, has arrived from Liverpool 
bringing London papers to the 23d and Liverpool 
papers to the 24th of February. 

The abandonment of Navy Island has led the 
British public to suppose the Canada war at an 
end, and the newspapers are discussing other 
topics. 

The common council of London have passed 
resolutions conferring the freedom of the city of 
London on the American minister, Mr. Stevenson. 

Mr. Grote’s motion for the ballot in the house of 
coinmons, received 200 votes against 317. Of the 
two hundred votes for the ballot, only one was 
given by a tory, sir George Sinclair ; the rest were 
of the party who support the present government. 
Among the 317 votes against the ballot, there were 
not more than 63 whigs, of whom 18 were mem- 
bers of the government, and of the remainder half 
a dozen «ave been by no means uniform supporters 
of the administration. % “0 

Thus it appears that the British ministry are 
backed in their resistance to the ballot by only 
about 45 or 39 of their own party, and lord John 


his own supporters. The party in favor of the 











In the house of commons on February the 20th, 
Mr. Hume moved for ** copies of all the letters be- 
tween Mr. Hume, Mr. Roebuck, and any other 
members of parliament with M. Papineau, Mr. 
Mackenzie, Dr. Duncombe, and any other indivi- 
duals who have held public situations in the provin- 
ces of Upper and Lower Canada, which have been 
seized in those provinces or otherwise come into 
the possession of government. 

Sir G. Grey said that no such papers were in the 
hands of the government, and no return could be 
made. Mr. Hume replied that journals supposed 
to be in the confidence of the government had spo- 
ken of such papers, that these statements had led 
to erroneous tinpressions, that he felt it due to him- 
self to make such a motion, and that if any corres- 
pondence was intercepted with his name to it he 
was anxious that it should be produced. Sir G. 
Gray again said that the return must be nil, but 
Mr. Hume pressed the motion and it was agreed to. 

[n the house of lords on the 22d of February, 

lord Brougham said he held in his hand a petition, 
which gave him very great pleasure and some pride 
to present, signed by between 5,000 and 6,000 (and 
might have been signed by 50,000 or 60,000 if time 
had been given,) chiefly of the principal merchants 
of the town and port of Liverpool against negro 
slavery, or in other words the apprentice system. 
When he recollected that the merchants of that 
town appeared as petitioners at their lordship’s bar 
against regulating the space between decks of the 
slave trader, on the ground that such regulation 
would ruin them, oe afterwards heard at the bar 
against abolishing the trade of negro slavery, on 
the ground that such abolition would ruin them, it 
was most delightful to find that their views had so 
altered, and their minds become now so enlighten- 
ed as to cause them to approach their lordships 
with one voice, without a dissentient voice, pray- 
ing the house to put an entire end to slavery.— 
(hear.)—The noble and learned lord then gave no- 
tice that he should reove for a copy of any des- 
patch which had been sent out to the governor of 
Guiena touching an act which goes to revive the 
slave trade on a large scale, and the order in coun- 
cil issued by her majesty on the 5th of July; and 
named Friday week for his taking the sense of the 
co on the issue and expediency of recalling that 
order. 
Rochdale flannel market. Monday. We have to 
report the same monotonous state of this market as 
we have had occasion to do for the last few weeks, 
viz: not much doing, with prices stationary, and no 
immediate prospect of amendment. In the wool 
trade little passing different from last week, except 
the turn perhaps in favor of the purchaser. 

France. London, Feb. 23. The Paris papers of 
Wednesday have reached us by our usual express. 
Their principal contents relate to the financial and 
commercial changes which are at this moment in 
agitation (if not in contemplation) before the 
French chambers, namely, the augmentation of 
the duties on hempen and flaxen yarn. 

The French commercial men now seek to ruin 
our distilleries, by offering to make it a condition 
that the duties on linen yarn shall not be increased 
provided our government will consent to reduce the 
present duties on brandy. 

The responsible editor of La Mode, a Carlist 
journal, was sentenced on Tuesday to pay a fine of 
4,000 francs, and to be imprisoned for six months, 
for as personally attacked the king in that 
print. 

Spain. Cadiz papers of the 9th of February, 
state that the captain general had received a des- 
patch from the captain general of Andaluzia, con- 
firming the complete route of the faction between 
Beaza and Ubeda,and requesting the commandant of 
Cadiz to forward a duplicate of the despatches to 
the governor of Gibraltar. The despatch states 
that more than 3,000 prisoners were taken, besides 
. great quantity of arms, ammunition and other ef- 

ects. : 

The intelligence from Madrid comes down tothe 

12th of February. The Carlist chief Jaba, who 
arrived in the district of Pena Aguilera, near Tole- 
do, in the middle of January, with thirteen men, 
found himself in three weeks at the head of one 


Russell is voting and speaking against four-filths of | thousand. A despatch from general Sanz states 


that on the 5th of February he attacked the united 





ballot in England is an increasing one. 


(bands of Barilla, Tallada and Patillos, with success. 
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KENTUCKY RESOLUTIONS. 
Joint resolutions in relation to the currency, and the 
the administration of the general government. 

1. Resolved, That the general assembly of the 
commonwealth of Kentucky have seen with deep 
regret the derangement in the currency and do- 
mestic exchanges, the general prostration of the 
commercial and manufacturing business, the reduc- 
tion in the price of agricultural products of the 
J eont of this state, in common with the people of 

e United States, which occurred on the suspen- 
sion of the banks to pay specie during the last 
spring, and which still continues, to the great dis- 
tress of the country. 

2. Resolved, That this deplorable state of things 
has been, in the opinion of this general assembly, 
mainly produced by improvident, rash, and arbitra- 

acts and proceedings of the executive branch of 
the federal government, commencing with the veto 
of the bill to recharter the late bank of the United 
States, followed by the removal of the deposites of 
the public money, contrary to law, from its assign- 
ed custody, and terminating in the treasury order, 
exacting specie in all payments for the public 





tion of the late president of the United States, in 
the universal proscription of all who do not con- 
form to the creed of the dominent party; in a new 
and fearful version of the power of dismission from 
office; in the illegal and arbitrary removal of the 
paris deposites; in the suppression of bills which 


ventin 
upon the veto power; in the promulgation of an 
edict, by which an unconstitutional discrimination 
was made between payments by a common people 
into the public treasury, and finally in procuring, 
through its influence and partisans, the violation of 
a public record, the common property of the pre- 
sent generation and of posterity, the faithful pre- 
servation of which was solemnly enjoined by the 
constitution of the United States. 


ad passed both houses of congress, thereby pre- 
the exercise of the constitutional check 


12. Resolved, That the executive department of 


the general government ought to be subjected to 
just restraints, and brought back to its constitution- 
al limist; that economy, retrenchment, and reduc- 
tion in the expenditure of the public treasure should 
be enforced, and that every consideration of safety, 
of interest, and pride of national character, demands 


lands, which was issued not only without constitu- | a thorough reform in the administration of the gen- 
tional or legal authority, but in disregard of the | eral government. 


known opinion of the legislative branch of the! 
general government. 

3. Resolved, That the general assembly have 
seen with surprise and regret that the present exe- 
cutive of the United States, instead of manifesting 
becoming sympathy with a suffering people, and 
recommending measures to relieve them, and res- 
tore that prosperity of which they have been wan- 
tonly deprived by the administration of his prede- 
cessor and himself, has exhibited, in his late mes- 
sages to congress, a cold indifference to the lamen- 
table condition of the country, and a solicitude 
only to supply the wants of the treasury, and to 
protect the interests of the officia: corps. 

4. Resolved, ‘That the system of sub-treasuries, 
roposed by the president of the United States, isa 
angerous innovation, tending ‘to augment the ex- 

ecutive power toan alarming extent, to the enyross- 
ment by the executive of the United States, of all 
the paper emissions; to place in its possession, or 
under its control, a great portion of the specie of 
the country; to abuse, waste, and curruption; and, 
finatly, to the consummation of that perilous union 
of the purse and sword in the hands and under the 
power of one man, at the imminent hazard of the 
purity and the very existence of our free institu- 
tions. 

5. Resolved, That the people and their govern- 
ment are one and indivisible, and that any attempt 
to separate them, in interests, in currency, or in 
fortune, can only proceed from insensibility or in- 
fidelity to the duties of the relation in which they 
stand to each other. 

6. Resolved, ‘That the general assembly have 
seen, with great satisfaction, that a measure fraught 
with such fatal danger as the experiment of sub- 
treasuries, was defeated at the late session of con- 
gress by the vote of the immediate representatives 
of the people; and protesting, as the gencral assem- 
bly now do, solemnly against it if it shall again be 
proposed, they request their senators and represen- 
tatives of the state of Kentucky, in congress, to 
continue to oppose its adoption with the utmost of 
their zeal and ability. 

7. Resolved, That the general assembly have 
seen with painful regret that the executive of the 
United States, profiting neither by his own expe- 
rience nor that of his predecessors, appears resolv- 
ed to persevere in a series of experiments and un- 
tried expedients, fatal to the prosperity and danger- 
ous to the liberties of the people. 

8. Resolved, That it is the duty of the general 
government to secure a general medium of circula- 
tion, of uniform value, throughout the United 
States; and that the state of Kentucky has a deep 
interest in the faithful performance of that duty. 

9. Resolved, That all experience has attested 
that the agency of a well-regulated bank of the 
United States, administered by a corporation blend- 
ing public and private interests, and under public and 
private control, is best adapted to furnish and 
maintain a sound currency, to facilitate and render 
uniform domestic exchanges, and to inspire general 
confidence. 

10. Resolved, That the administration of the gen- 
eral government, of late years, has been characteriz- 
ed by wasteful extravagance, insomuch that the 
expenditures of the government have risen in the 
short space of eight years, from about thirteen mil- 
lions to the enormous sum of thirty-two millions of 
dollars. 

11. Resolved, That the generai assembly have 
beheld with surprise and just alarm the abuse, en- 





13. Resolved, That the governor of this common- 


wealth be requested to transmit a copy of the pre- 
ceding resolutions to each of the governors of the 
several states of the union, with a request to lay 
them before the legislatures of their respective 
state; and also a copy to each of the senators and 
representatives of the state of Kentucky in the con- 
gress of the United States, to be laid before the 
respective houses. 


ROBERT P. LETCHER, 
Speaher of the house of representatives. 

CHARLES A. WICKLIFFE, 
Speaker of the senate. 

Approved, January 27, 1838. 
JAMES CLARK. 
By the governor: 
JamMET M. Butrock, Secretary of state. 


Resolutions concerning the iron and coal trade. 
1. Resolved by the general assembly of the common- 


wealth of Kentucky, That the town of Greenups- 


burg, in Greenup county, Kentucky, is a suitable 
and proper position for a national foundry; and 
that there are many advantages united at that 
point, peculiar to the place and ils localities, as a 
site for national purposes, not to be found in con- 
bexion with any position elsewhere in the western 
states. 

2. Resolved, That many of the locks and dams 
now being erected on the Kentucky, Licking, and 
Green rivers, as parts and portions of the system 
of internal improvements adopted by the state, 
would, in the opinion of the general assembly, be 
suitable and convenient positions for a national 
foundry. 

3. Resolved, as the opinion of the general assem- 
bly, That the general government ought to cause 
the positions referred to in the foregoing resolutions 
to be examined by competent agents and engineers 
before any position is selected by congress as the 
site of a national foundry on the western waters. 

4. Resolved, That the senators and representa- 
tives in congress from the state of Kentucky be re- 
quested to lay copies of the foregoing report and 
resolutions before the houses of which they are 


members respectively, and before the president of 


the United States and heads of departments, and to 
use their influence at such time, and in such man- 
ner, as they may deem most proper to earry the 
same into full effect. 

5. Resolved, That the governor be requested to 
forware copies of the foregoing resolutions to each 
of the senators and members of congress from this 
state. ROBERT P. LETCHER, 

Speaker of the house of representatives. 
CHARLES A. WICKLIFFE, 
Speaker of the senate. 

Approved, Feb. 16,1838. JAMES CLARK. 

By the governor: 

James M. Buttock, Secretary of state. 





THE NEUTRALITY BILL. 

The following is the ‘*..eutrality bill”? as it was 
passed on the 10th inst. ‘The Globe says it was 
approved by the president on the same day, and in- 
structions immediately forwarded from the depart- 
ments to the civil and military officers on the Cana- 
da frontier, to enforce the execution of it by all the 
ineans in their power. 
fellow citizens in that part of the country will, 
at once, submit to the law, and return peaceably 
to their homes. 


croachments, and usurpagions of the executive de- | An act supplementary to an act entitled ‘*An act 


partment of the general government, since the elec- 


in addition to the act for the punishment of cer- 


— 


ee 
tain crimes against the United States, ana ,. 
repeal the acts therein mentioned,” appro bo 
twentieth of April, eighteen hundred and thy 
teen. = 
Be it enacted by the senate and house of repres 
tatives of the United States of America in apie. 
assembled, That the several collectors, naval off 
cers, surveyors, inspectors of customs, the mars] 
and deputy marshals of the United States, and e 
other officer who may be specially empowere 
the purpose by the president of the United st 
shall be, and they are hereby respectively auth 
ed and required to seize and detain any veggo} , 
any arms or munitions of war which may be Dro. 
vided or prepared for any military expedition o, 
enterprise against the territory or dominions of gp, 
foreign prince or state, or of any colony, district 
or people conterminous with the United States, and 
with whom they are at peace, contrary to the sixt) 
section of the act passed on the twentieth of April 
eighteen hundred and eighteen, entitled «An ac 
in addition to the act for the punishment of certajy 
crimes against the United States, and to repeal {hp 
acts therein mentioned,” and retain possession of 
the same until the decision of the president be }jaq 
thereon, or until the same shall be released ag herp. 
inafter directed. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the seyo. 
ral officers mentioned in the foregoing section shal] 
be, and they are hereby respectively authorized 
and required to seize any vessel or vehicle, and all 
arms or munitions of war, about to pass the frop. 
tier of the United States for anv place within any 
foreign state or colony, conterminous with the 
United States, where the character of the vessel oy 
vehicle, and the quantity of arms and munitions, or 
other circumstances shall furnish probable cause 
to believe that the said vessel or vehicle, arins, or 
munitions of war are intended to be employed by 
the owner or owners thereof, or any other person 
or persons, with his or their privity, in carrying on 
any military expedition or operations within the 
territory or doiminions of any foreign prince or 
state, or any colony, district, or people conterwi- 
nous with the United States, and with whom the 
United States are at peace, and detain the same 
until the decision of the president be had for the 
restoration of the same, or until such property 
shall be discharged by the judgment of a court of 
competent jurisdiction; Provided, that nothing in 


) 
ie 


lals, 
Very 
d for 
ates, 
Oriz. 


‘this act contained be so construed as to extend to, 


or interfere with any trade in arms or munitions of 
war, conducted in vessels by sea with any port or 
place whatsoever, or with any other trade which 
might have been lawfuily carried on before the 
passage of this act, under the law of nations aud 
the provisions of the act hereby amended. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the officer making any seizure undcr 
this act, to make application, with due diligence, 
to the district judge of the district court of the United 
States within which such seizure may be mace, 
for a warrant to justify the detention of the pro- 
perty so seized; which warrant shall be granted 
ou oath or affirmation, showing that there is pro- 
bable cause to believe that the property so seized 
is intended to be used in a inanner contrary to the 
provisions of this act; and if said judge shall reiuse 
to issue such warrant, or application therefor shall 
not be made by the officer making such seizure 
within a reasonable time, not exceeding ten days 
thereafter, the said property shall forthwith be re- 
stored tothe owner. Butif the said judge shall be 
satisfied that the seizure was justified under the 
provisions of this act, and issue his warrant accord- 
ingly, then the same shall be detained by the officer 
so seizing said property, until the president shall 
order it to be restored to the owner or claimatt, 
or until it shall be discharged in due course ol law, 
on the petition of the claimant, as hereinalter pro- 
vided. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That tle 
owner or claimant of any property seized undek 
this act, may file his petition in the circuit or 
trict court of the United States in the district wher? 
such seizure was made, setting forth the facts! 
the case, and thereupon such court shall proceed; 
with all convenient despatch, after causing due no- 
tice to be given to the district attorney and officer 
making such seizure, to decide upon the said ver 
and order restoration of the property, unless It sha 





It is expected that our | 


| under it, shall be decided by a jury in the ma 


appear that the seizure was authorized by this act: 
and the cirenit and district courts shall have Jur 
diction, and are hereby vested with full power 2" 
authority, to try and determine all cases which may 
arise under this act, and all issues in fact paint 
aibs 
now provided by law. fie 
Sec. 5. And ‘be it further enacted, That when 


. . } ac 
ever the officer making any seizure under this act 





; + , x ra} 
shall have applied for and obtained a warrant f 
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pee 
; ion of the property, or the cialinant shai 
tha da Sesition for ts tebtoralion, and failed 
a tain it, and the property so seized shall have 
a in the custody of the officer for the term of 
three calendar months from the date of such 
seizure, it shall and may ‘be lawful for the claimant 
or owner to file with the officer a bond to the 
ainount of double the value of the property so seiz- 
edand detained, with at least two sureties, to be 
approved by the judge of the circuit or district 
court, with a condition that the property when re- 
stored, shali not be used or employed by the owner 
or owners thereof, or by any other person or per- 
sons with his or their privity, in carrying on any 
military expedition or operations within the terri- 
tory or dominions of any foreign prince or state, 
or any colony, district, or people, conterminous 
with the United States, with whom the United 
States are at peace; and thereupon the said officer 
shall restore such property to the owner or claimant 
thus giving bond: Provided, That such restoration 
shall not prevent seizure from being again made, 
in case there may exist fresh cause to apprehend 
anew violation of any of the provisions of this 
ct. 
; Sec. 6. And be it further enacied, That every 
person apprehended and committed for trial, for 
any offence against the act hereby amended, shail, 
when admitted to bail for his appearance, give 
such additional security as the judge admitting him 
to bail may require, not to violate, nor to aid in 
viclating, any of the provisions of the act hereby 
amended. 
Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That whenever 





ducements to, or the reward of, influence employed 
or to be employed in said election; and whereas 
such a practice in the administration of the patron- 
age of the government will speedily destroy the pu- 
rity and freedom of the elective franchise, and un 
dermine the free system of government now hap- 
pily established in these United States: therefore, 
to prevent the recurrence of any practices which 
may give rise to similar complaints in future, 

Be ii enacted, &c. That, from and after the first 
day of July next, no officer, agent, or contractor, or 
other person holding any office or employment of 
trust or prowit under the constitution and laws of 
the United States, shall, by the contribution of mo- 
ney or other valuable thing, or by the use of the 
franking privilege, or the abuse of any other official 
privilege or function, or by threats and menacesg, or 
in any other manner, intermeddle with the election 
of any member or members of either house of con- 
gress, or of the president or vice president of the 
| United States, or of the governor or other officer of 
any state, or of any member or members of the le- 
gislature of any state; and every such officer or 
other person offending therein shall be held to be 
guilty of a high misdemeanor; and, upon convic- 
tion in any court of the United States having juris- 
diction thereof, shall pay a fine not exceeding one 
thousand dojlars; and any officer other than the 
president, vice president, and judges of the courts 
of the United States, so convicted, shall be there- 
upon removed from office, and shall be ever after 
incapable of holding any office or place of trust un- 
der the authority of the United States: provided, 
that nothing herein contained shall be so construed 





the president of the United States shall have reason as to interfere with the right of suffrage, as secured 


to believe that the provisions of this act have been, 
orare likely to be violated, that offences have been, 
or are likely to be, committed against the provisions 
of the act hereby amended, within any judicial dis- 
trict, it shall be lawful for him, in his discretion, to 
direct the Judge, marshal, and district attorney, of 
such district, toattend at such place within the dis- 
trict, and for such a time, as he may designate, for | 
the purpose of the more speedy and convenient ar- 
rest and examination of persons charged with the 
violation of the act hereby amended; and it shall be | 
the duty nf every such judge, or other officer, when | 
any such requisition shall be received ‘y him, to| 
atiend at the place and for the time therein desig- | 
uated. 
Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That it shall, 
be lawful for the president of the United States, or | 
sich person as he may empower for that purpose, | 
lo employ such part of the land or naval forces of 
the United States, or of the militia, as shall be ne- | 
cessary to prevent the violation, and to enforce the 
due execution, of this act, and the act hereby 
amended, 
SEC. 9. And be it Surther enacied, That this act, 
shail continue in foree for the period of two years, | 
and no longer. i 


JAMES K. POLK, 
Speaicer of the house of representatives. 
RH. M, JOHNSON, 
Vice president of the United States, and 
President of the senate. 
Arprovep, March 10th, 1838. 
M. VAN BUREN. 


THE FREEDOM OF ELECTIONS. 





The following is a copy of the bill introduced in| 
le house of representatives, on the 5th of this, 
month, by Mr. Bell, of Tennessee, and now de-' 


Pending in that body : 
_ «4 bill lo secure the freedom of elections. 
, H€reas complaints are made that officers of the 
ited States, or persons holding oiflices or einploy- 


the head 
icers as stand inthe relation of coustitution- 


“avisers of the president, have been removed | 


al 


— 


by the constitution: and provided, further, that no- 
thing herein contained shall so operate as to pre- 
vent the president, or the head of any department 
who is vested by law with the power of appointing 
inferior officers, from removing from office, at any 
time, any incumbent who the president or the head 
ofa department, as the case may be, shall be satis- 
fied has intermeddled in any election, state or fed- 
eral. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, from and 
after the first day of July next, no officer who, by 
the constitution and laws of the United States, is 
authorized to appoint, or nominate and appoint, any 
oflicer or agent of the government, shall, by him- 
self, or by any other person or persons in his be- 
half, give or procure to be given, or promise to give 
or procure to be given, any office, place, or employ- 
inent to any person or persons whatsoever, with in- 
tent to corrupt or bribe him or them, or upon agree- 
ment that such person or persons to whom, or for 
whose nse, or on whose behalf such gift or pro- 





mise shall be made, shail exert his or their influ- 
/ence in any election, or by himself or themselves, 


or by any other person or persons, at his or their so- 
licitation, endeavor to secure the election of any 


| person or persons to represent any state, or any dis- 
trict in any state, in congress, or of any person to 


be president or vice president of the United States, 
or ofany person to be governor or other officer of any 
state, or of any person or persons to bea member or 
members of the legislature of any state; and every 
such officer oifending therein shall be held guilty ofa 
high misdemeanor, and, upon conviction in any 
court of the United States having jurisdiction there- 
of, shall pay a fine not exceeding five thousand dol- 





the judges of the courts of the United Strtes, so 
convicted, shall be thereupon removed from office, 
and shall be incapable ever after of holding any of- 
fice or place of trust under the authority of the Uni- 
_ted States; and every person who shall receive or 


. | accept, by himself, or by any other person or per- 
Hats under the authority of the same, other than | 
3 of the chief exeeutive departments, or | 


sons, in trust, for or in behalf of such person, any 
office, place, or employment, with the intent afore- 


said, shall be held to be guilty of a misdemeanor. 


and, upon conviction in any court of the United 


roy : . ° . ° ’ . . ° . ° : . 
2, ollice, or dismissed froin their employment, | States having jurisdiction thereof, shall pay a fine 
Hn political grounds, or for opinion’s sake; and| not exceeding one thousand dollars, be removed or 


Whereas such 


it, freedom of elections, an attack upon the public 

Wp? and a high misdemeanor: and 
hereas complaints are also made that officers of 
ee States, or persons hokling offices or em- 
the habit 3 pues the authority of the same, are in 
and fed. . intermeddling in elections, both state 
and oa re, otherwise than by giving their votes : 
hedge such a practice is a violation of the 
onht 0 elections, and a gross abuse, which 
sit to be discountenanced by the appointing 


+ JOw , . . 
| At and prohibited by law: and 


the Tlie coinplaints are also made that, pending 
ba tre. election of president and vice president of 


ne 


E diste; hited States, offices and employments were 


ite uted and conferred, in many instances, under 
i . . . . 
nstances affording a strong presumption of 


COrrunti j 
ption, or that they were conferred as the in- 


a practice is manifestly a violation of dismissed from such office, place, or employment, 


and shall be incapable ever after of holding any of- 
fice or place of trust under the authority of the 
| United States. 
| Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the seve- 
| ral fines imposed by this act shall, when collected, 
_ be paid into the treasury, as other moneys belong- 
ing to the United States. 


FLORIDA WAR. 

The following, among other, papers relating to 
the war in Florida, were transmitted to the house 
of representatives on Monday the 12th inst. 

Head Quarters, Army of the South, 
Fort Jupiter, Feb. 11, 1838. 

Sir: I reported to the adjutant general on the 9th 
inst. the operations of this division of the army 
south of this post to that date, and the arrangement 








lars; and any officer, other than the president or | 


| which I had entered into with the chiefs Tuskee- 
gee and Hallek Hago. The arrangement is, that 
they are to come in with their families and people, 
and are to await the decision of the president 
whether they shall remain in the country or nof. 
I promised to recommend that they be permitted to 
remain, and that a portion of this territory be as- 
signed to them as their residence. 

Before presenting my views on that subject, and 
redeeming my pledge to the Indians, it may be pro- 
/per for me to state my own position in regard to 
the question of emigration, so that in what I shall 

say in relation to the Seminoles, my views in re- 
gard to the general principle may not be mistaken. 
| Believing, as I do, that the Indians cannot, under 
our constitution, have a separate political existence 
within an independent state of this union, without 
the consent of the state, I believe that it is due to 
the states in which they are congregated in large 
bodies, to remove them whenever they are pressed 
upon by the white population, and their lands be- 
come necessary to the agricultural wants of the 
community. And I hold that congress, and not the 
Indians, are to determine the proper time for their 
removal. We, in our federal capacity, owe the In- 
dians protection ; not that protection secured to our 
own citizens by the equal operation of our laws, for 
that, in their condition, would be merely nominal 
protection; but we owe them, in their individual 
and collective capacity, that protection which the 
parent owes to the child, or the guardian to the 
ward; and to secure them that protection, we must 
place them beyond the operation of state laws. 
With the fullest conviction, therefore, not only of 
the policy, but of the justice and humanity of the 
measure, I am in favor of their entire emigration ; 
and I have supported that policy under four succes- 
sive administrations. But I believe we should not 
apply the principle until the white population are 
in contact with, or intermingled among them. The 
state of things at which I consider their removal 
imperative, actually existed when the tribes inhab- 
iting Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Mississippi, 
and South Alabama, were sent to the west: that 
state of things actually exists in relation to the Che- 
rokees in Tennessee, North Alabama, and Georgia ; 
and, regardless of the opposition made to the mea- 
sure, they should be at once removed. 

In regard to the Seminoles, we have committed 
ithe error of attempting to remove them when their 
lands were not required for agricultural purposes ; 
| when they were not in the way of the white inhab- 
‘itants; and when the greater portion of their coun- 
try was an unexplored wilderness, of the interior of 
which we were as ignorant as of the interior of 
(China. We exhibit, in our present contest, the 
| first instance, perhaps, since the commencement of 
authentic history, of a nation employing an army to 
explore a country, (for we can do little more than 
explore it,) or attempting to remove a band of sav- 
/ages from one unexplored wilderness to another. 

As a soldier, it is my duty, I am aware, not to 
comment upon the policy of the government, but to 
carry it out in accordance with my instructions. [I 
have endeavored faithfully to do so; but the pros- 
pect of terminating the war in any reasonable time 
is any thing but flattering. My decided opinion 1s, 
that unless immediate emigration be abandoned, the 
war will continue for years to come, and at con- 
stantly accumulating expense. Is it not then well 
worthy the serious consideration of an enlightened 
'government, whether, even if the wilderness we are 
traversing could be inhabited by the white man, 

(which is not the fact,) the object we are contend- 
ing for would be worth the cost? T certainly do 
not think it would; indeed, I do not consider the 
country southof Chickasa Hatchee worth the med- 
‘icines we shall expend in driving the Indians from 
it. 
| If I were permitted, and it is with great diffidence 
|I venture to make the suggestion, I would allow 
them to remain, and would assign them the coun- 
try west of the Kissimmee, Okee Chobee, and Pa- 
nai Okee, and east of Pease creek, south, to the ex- 
treme of Florida. That would satisfy them; and 
they might hold it on the express condition that 
they should forfeit their right to it, if they should 
either commit depredations upon the white inhabi- 
| tants, or pass the boundaries assigned to them with- 
out the written permission of the military com- 
mander or agent. 


By placing an agency and authorizing trading- 
houses on Charlottee’s harbor, they could be soon 
concentrated; and stationing a competent military 
force there and at Tampa Bay, they might be rea- 
dily controlled, and, if necessary, removed from the 
country, should they become troublesome, or fail to 
fulfiltheirengagements. I respectfully recommend 
the measure to your consideration and that of the 
president, as the only means of terminating, Imme- 
diately, a most disastrous war, and leaving the 
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troops disposable for other service. I desire a de- 
cision as soon as your convenience will permit, as, 
by the middle of April, at farthest, the troops must 
be withdrawn from all the posts in the interior, to 
preserve their lives. 

Should it be determined to remove the Indians by 
force, and to continue the war until they submit un- 
conditionally, I desire that the communication be 
confidential, and that the matter be considered confi- 
dential at Washington,in order that I may have infor- 
mation of it before it can be communicated by letter- 
writers to others; for there can be but little doubt of 
their flying to the swamps again and renewing the 
war, should the decision be tu remove them. 

If it be determined that the Indians now in Flo- 


rida remain, it would be better that those who are 
at New Orleans and Charleston, with the exception 
of one or two of the chiefs, be sent to the west; 
their force would thus be divided and weakened, 
and many of the relations of those sent west might 


soon be induced to follow. 


This communication will be delivered to you by 
my aid-de-camp, lieutenant Linnard, a highly valu- 
able officer, whom I earnestly recommend to your 


favorable consideration and attention. 


I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your 


TH. 8S. JESUP, 
Major General commanding. 


The Hon. J. R. Potnsett, 
Secretary of War, Washington city. 


_— 


Wascissa, Feb. 12, 1838. 


obedient servant, 


Dear Sir: The enclosed was sealed yesterday for 
the mail; last night, however, we had a repetition 
of the scenes previously detailed to you; confi- 
dence had begun to be restored, and but a few days 
since we had induced our frontier settlers to return 
They have been, however, 
again alarmed from them, and, as the assailed point 
is but a mile or a mile and a half from my house, it 
was again all night a garrison forthe refugees. In- 
deed, sir, you cannot estimate correctly all my feel- 
Almost alone, with a few 
scattered hamlets around, (col. Murat and myself,) 
we witness ourselves insulted; our neighbors dri- 
ven from their settlements ; their homes in some in- 
stances burnt and families murdered ; with no other 


to their habitations. 


ings ou such occasions. 


ability, as private citizens, than to stand to our 


arms and houses, and protect those who seek our 
We can do no more; we do our duty 
in performing so much; in maintaining our pos?- 
tions, which, in the present state of the contest, 
have become military ones. But we are mortified | 
that we can do no more, or that such has been and 
continues to be the disposition for the defence of 
this frontier, that we can only stand by our arms, 
and say our house and scalps are once more safe ; | 
but without the power to pursue the enemy, or to 
Without this can be done by the 
presence of a regularly organized force, and for the 
war, 1 apprehend, seriously apprehend, Jeilersou 
county will present the scenes which have been 
played with so much suffering in Alachua. It was 
as much as we could do, at the late attack, to in- 
duce the people of this immediate vicinity to re- 
What will be the result of 
this I cannot say; I fear, however, they will quit 
and leave the plantations to stand the brunt. For- 
tunately for us, some marines passed by here yes- 
terday ; we have despatched a courier to bring them 
back, and shall station them for a time at the house 
But, sir, we cannot close this 
war without more harmony and concert of action, 
and the presence, on the whole frontier assailed, of 
an organized force, mounted in part, and ready to 
They must, in fact, be always in the 
stirrup, beating the bush, and searching for these 
The war has assumed a most 
serious character, but has been, and continues to 
be, mistaken by all who have the management of 
it. Another year’s blundering, and twniddle Florida 
We will stand 
our ground; but this will not end the contest by 
catching and making examples of the disturbers of 


rotection. 


search for him. 


main at their homes. 


assailed last night. 


act promptly. 


vagabond Indians. 


becomes what eastern Florida is. 


our peace. Yours, 


J. GADSDEN., 


In the “Globe” of 12th the instant we find the fol- 
lowing reply of the secretary of war to the above 


letter of general Jesup: 


Copy of a letter from the secretary of war to major 


general Jessup, dated 
Department of War, March 1, 1838. 


Sin: I have the honor to acknowledge the recipt 
of your communication of the 11th of February, 
which was delievered to me by your aid-de-camp, 
lieutenant Linnard, The subject of it is one of 


deep interest, and I have given to it the most dili- 
gent and respectful consideration. 

In the present stage of our relations with the In- 
dians residing within the states and territories east 
of the Mississippi, including the Seminoles, it is 
useless to recur to the princi he and motives which 
induced the government to determine their removal 
to the west. The acts of the executive and the 
laws of congress evince a determination to carry 
out the measure, and it is to be regarded as the set- 
tled policy of the country. In pursuance of this 
policy, the treaty of Paynes’ Landing was made 
with the Seminoles, and the character of the officer 
employed on the part of the government is a guar- 
anty of the perfectly fair manner in which that ne- 
gotiation was conducted and concluded. Whether 
the government ought not to have waited until the 
Seminoles were pressed upon by the white popula- 
tion, and their lands become necessary to the agri- 
cultural wants of the community, is not a question 
for the executive now to consider. The treaty has 
been ratified, and is the law of the land, and the 
constitutional duty of the president requires that he 
should cause it to be executed. 1 cannot, there- 
fore, authorize any arrangement with the Semi- 
noles by which they will be permitted to remain, 
or assign them any portion of the territoay of Flori- 
da as their future residence. 

The department indulged the hope that, with the 
extensive means placed at your disposal, the war, 
by a vigorous effort, might be brought to a close 
this campaign. If, however, you are of opinion 
that, from the nature of the country, and the cha- 
racter of the enemy, such a result is impracticable, 
and thatit is advisable to make a temporary arrange- 
ment with the Seminoles, by which the safety of 
the settlements and the posts will be secured 
throughout the summer, you are at liberty to do so. 
In that event, you will establish posts at Tampa, 
and on the eastern shore, and wherever else they 
are, in your opinion, eee to preserve the 
peace of the country; and I would suggest the pro- 
priety of leaving colonel Zadock Taylor, of the 
first infantry, in command of them. In removing 
north with your forces, you may make similar ar- 
rangements with the other bands. I deem it, how- 





ever, of great importance that every exertion should 
be made to chastise the marauding Indians who 


of the people of middle Florida. I beg you will 
address yourself to James Gadsden for information 
on this subject, and you may, if yon think proper, 
yield to his suggestion of leaving a battalion for 
the protection of the people of that neighborhood. 
It is hoped, however, that you will be able to put 
it out of the power of these Indians to do any fur- 





ther mischief. They ought to be captured or de- 
stroyed. As soon as, in your opinion, it can be 
done with safety, you will reduce your force of 
mounted men from Georgia, Alabama, and Ten- 
nessee. 
Very respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 
J.R. POINSETT. 

Maj. gen. Tuos. S. Jesup, 

Com’g army of the south, Fort Jupiter, Florida. 





AFFAIR OF THE CAROLINE. 


The following correspondence between the sec- 
retary of state of the United States and the British 
minister at Washington was communicated by Sir 
Francis Head, to the legislature of Upper Canada, 
on the 3d instant: 

Washington, Feb. 6, 1838. 

Sir: With reference to the letter, which, by di- 
rection of the president, you addressed to me on the 
5th and 19th ultimo, respecting the capture and 
destruction of the steamboat “Caroline” by a Ca- 
nadian force on the American side of the Niagara 
river, within the jurisdiction of the state of New 
York, I have now the honor to communicate to you 
the copy of a letter which I have received upon 
that subject from Sir Francis Head, lieutenant go- 
vernor of the province of Upper Canada, with di- 
vers reports and depositions annexed. 

The piratical character of the steamboat « Caro- 
line,” and the necessity of self-defence and self- 
preservation under which her majesty’s subjects 
acted in destroying that vessel, would seem to be 
sufficiently established. 

At the time when the event happened, the ordi- 
nary laws of the United States were not enforced 
within the frontier district of the state of New York. 
The authority of the law was overborne publicly by 
piratical violence; through such violence her ma- 
jJesty’s subjects in Upper Canada had already se- 
verely suffered, and they were threatened with still 
farther injury and outrage. This extraordinary 
state of things appears, naturally and necessarily, to 





have impelled them to consult their own security 


) 
| 
| 


ing the capture and destruction of the steam 
** Caroline’ by a Canadian force on the Ame 
side of the Niagara river within the jurisdicti 
the state of New York, together with the 
and depositions thereto annexed. 


. . So eee 
by pursuing and destroying the vessel of their pj 
ratical enemy, wheresoever they might find her 


I avail myself of this occasion, &c. &e. 


H. §, 
The Hon. Joun Forsytu. FOX. 


Department of State 
Washington, Feb. 13, 1838 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the rece} t 


of your note of the 6th instant, communicatiy a 
copy of a letter from Sir Francis Head, lieutencnt 


overnor of the provice of Upper Canada, respect. 


boat 
rican 
on of 
reports 


The statement of the facts which these Papers 


present is at variance with the information commy. 


nicated to this government respecting that transac. 
tion: but it is not intended to enter at present upon 
an examination of the details of the case, as Steps 
have been taken to obtain the fullest evidence that 
can be had of the particulars of the outrage ; upon 
the receipt of which it will be made the subject of 
a formal complaint to the British government for 
redress. Even admitting that the documents trans. 
mitted with your note contain a correct statement 
of the occurrence, they furnish no justification of 
the aggression committed upon the territory of the 
United States—an aygression which was the more 
unexpected, as Sir Francis Head, in his speech at 
the na of the parliament of Upper Canada, had 
expressed his confidence in the disposition of this 
government to restrain its citizens from taking part 
in the conflict which was raging in that province; 


_and added, that having communicated with the go- 


vernment of the state of New York, and with your- 
self, he was then waiting for replies. It is not ne- 
cessary to remind you that his expectations have 
been met by the adoption of measures on the part 
of the United States, as prompt and virgorous as 
they have been successful in repressing every at- 
tempt of the inhabitants of the frontier states to in- 
terfere unlawfully in that contest. The most seri- 
ous obstacle thrown in the way of those measures 


‘was the burning of the Caroline, which, while it 
_was of no service to her Britannic majesty’s cause 
have committed depredations upon the inhabitants | 


in Canada, had the natural effect of increasing the 
excitement on the border, which this government 
was endeavoring to allay. 
I avai] myself of this occasion, &c. 
JOHN FORSYTH. 
H. 8. Fox, Esq. &c. &e. 


Washington, Feb. 16, 1838. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 13th instant, relating to the 
question of the capture and destruction of the pi- 


'ratical steamboat Caroline. 


| murder! 


Although I cannot acquiesce in the view waich 
the United States government are disposed to take 
of the facts connected with that transaction, yet, a3 
this legation is not the final authority competent to 
decide the question on the part of Great Britain, 
and as you inform me that a representation will, in 
due time, be addressed to her majesty’s government 
in England, I consider it most consistent with my 
duty to avoid entering at present into any contro- 
versy upon the subject. It will remain for her ma- 
jesty’s government at home, when the whole evl- 
dence of the case shall have been produced, to form 
such deliberate resolution thereupon as reason, h0- 
nor, and justice shall dictate. 

I avail myself of this occasion to renew fo you, 
&e. &e. H. S. FOX. 

The Hon. Joun Forsytn. 





ADDRESS FROM HENRY A. WISE, OF VA. 


TO MY CONSTITUENTS. 


I was second to Mr. Graves, in his late duel with 
Mr. Cilley. Its catastrophe has brought upon m 
much odium and reproach. Your representatlvé 
is accountable to you for his personal as well 3 
his political conduct; for by it he is worthy of yoU: 
or you are dishonored. I owe you an explanation, 
then, and I make it most cheerfully, because 
know that you would gladly receive my yindica- 
tion. ' 

Judge me, then; you have the right. For what’ 
Murder? No. All the false witnesses who ponte 
for passion or prejudice could not convince you tha 
I am a murderer. For dishonor? Worse a. 
The certificate of Mr. Cilley’s ae 
will assure you that he took not the least exceptio 
tomy course. For participating in a duel, coyall 
my own or that of another—at all? For that yr 
should judge me. That is my offence. I admit 1% 








and all T can dare ask is, that you will judge ™° 
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——aae . ‘ x 
fairly according to that public sentiment which 
a > 


: ourselves. 
provaile gn pocond for another, where there was no 

/ tie to act? There was an obligation. [ 
ans acted as second for a friend but with two 
nore’ 3: first, to be in @ position to reconcile his 
motive : if I could; second, to guard his honor and 
dif if I could not. I felt bound to do this for 
“ ond in this instance. J especiaily have been 
, situated as to compel me to admit this obliga- 
= - for, as I have often told you, my protection, 
lol; discharge of my duties to you here, has de- 
er ded upon my own trusty weapon, and a trusty 
a upon whom I have been daily liable to call to 
siecharse the same obligation to me. Mr. Graves ts 
one upon whom I would have called; and I felt obli- 
od to do for him, what I would have called on him 

e. 

0 0 aa competent to guard his honor and his 
life, was I competent to reconcile his difference? It 
is said that I ayes was hostile : 4 eee 

may have been incompetent. But Z sol- 
ak — V hal Iwas hostile io Mr. Cilley. God 
knows whether I did not feel far more sympathy 
for bim than many who pretend to deplore his fate. 
There had been a slight misunderstanding between 
us in debate, which passed off with the moment, 
and left not the trace of animosity behind. ‘True, 
there was never, before or after that occasion, any 
intimacy between us, because we were never ac- 
quainted; but I was purely and proudly conscious of 
no malice towards that man, or I never could have 
consented to bear bim achallenge. But, hostile to 
him or not, and though hostility might have prompt- 
ed to incite another to seek his lite—dark, and deep, 
and deadly hate must that have been! yet, my con- 
duct proves that I did earnestly endeavor to prevent 
the shedding of his blood, by reconciling his differ- 
ence with my friend; and the history of the tragedy 
wen, that not only I, rl ae gentlemen, of 
cnown character and standing, who were never 
accused of a to him, ne might a 
overruled me by their voices and influence, couk 
not reconcile that difference, or prevent its result. 
That history I now submit to you as I shall detail 
it, under the solemn sanction of an oath, to a com- 
mitteee of congress now investigating the causes 
which led to Mr. Cilley’s death. ‘The reportof that 
committee I will send you as soon as it is made 
and printed. This statement supplies what the 
jolat dateadenh of Mr. Jones and aooat omits, and 
that which it could not-contain, because he could 
not vouch for what I alone, or others than himself, 
knew. And I send this in advance of the report of 
the cominittee, to arrest, in the midst of extraordi- 
nary excitement, that torrent of defamation which 
is now pouring from the vials of the wrath of those 
who would delight to destroy my reputation and 
usefulness as a public servant. I send it to suspend 
your judgment until I can be fully heard; to prevent 
you from blushing for me, until I am put to shame 
by the truth; and to stay your condemnation until I 
am fairly convicted by credible evidence. 

HENRY A. WISE. 
STATEMENT. 

The hon. Jonathan Cilley, late a member of the 
house of representatives, fell in a duel with the 
hon. Wm. J. Graves, fairly fought between the 
hours of 3 p.m. and 4 p.m., Saturday, the 24th 
day of February, 1838, the challenge of which he 
freely accepted, and the terms of which, as to time, 
place, weapons, and distance, he himself, or his 
lriends for him, prescribed. 

As to the causes which led to this duel I am not 
= competent witness. J presume that the 

vl. Win. J. Graves himself can inform the com- 
mittee better than any one else, from the nature of 

¢ case, of the facts and influences which operated 
on him tocall Mr. Cilley to the field. 

[ was wholly ignorant of the fact that Mr. Graves 
ore, Or was about to bear, a note from col. Webb 
to Mr. Cilley. [never saw that note until the 26th 
of February, two days after the duel. On the 21st 
of February, Mr. Graves informed me that he had 
borne a note to Mr. Cilley from col. Webb, calling 
orexplanation. I rebuked him for having done 
‘0, upon the ground that his own previous relations 
With col. Webb did not justify the latter in impos- 
ing upon him such an office and its responsibilities. 
He replied, that Mr. Cilley had taken time to give 
iste answer; and we separated after a very short 

lew, 
Afterwards, Mr. Graves called me out from my 
oe in the house, and informed me that he had 
aetcaen Cilley again, and then, for the first time, 
Waheg - hr io ity are posit said wa og 
i... > Verbally, during their interviews: at, 
'n declining to receivethe note, he hoped it would 
hot be thought disrespectful to him, (Mr. Graves;) 
at he declined on the ground that he could not 


consent to be involved in personal difficulties with 
conductors of public journals for what he had 
thought proper to say in debate upon the floor; and 
that he did not decline upon any personalobjections 
to col. Webb as a gentleman.” Mr. Graves asked 
whether I thought that answer satisfactory? I re- 
plied that it certainly was satisfactory; that the 
reasons for declining to receive the note were very 
proper; that no more could be asked; and that all 
he had to do was, to return the note to col. Webb, 
with this answer of Mr. Cilley. He said Mr 

Cilley’s answer was verbal, merely; that to prevent 
any error in stating it to col. Webb, and to avoid 
all controversy with Mr. Cilley, in regard to its sub- 
stance or terms, he would get him to put it in wri- 
ting. And he left me,as I thought, for the purpose 
of obtaining from Mr. Cilley a written answer. I 
returned to my seat, and neither saw nor heard 
any of the interviews between Mr. Cilley and Mr. 
Graves, nor do I know when or where they occur- 
red, or whattranspired at them, except what I have 
been since told by Mr. Graves. 

On the morning of the 22d, Mr. Graves informed 
me that he had called on Mr. Cilley, and requested 
him to put his answerin writing; that Mr. Cilley 
had requested him first to address him, (Mr. Cilley) 
a note, inquiring of him what he had said; that he 
had written to him a note, (the first in their corres- 
pondence,) and handed it to him in person: and 
that for answer, he had received the first note of 
Mr. Cilley, which he then exhibited tome. Mr. 
Graves was highly incensed at the tenor of this 
note, and I confess that it greatly surprised me, 
after what Mr. Graves told me he had said verbally 
in their interviews. Mr. Graves regarded the 
note— 

First, as denying what he had alleged to his 
friends Mr. Cilley had said to him in conversa- 
tion. 

Secondly, as contemptuous and insulting to col. 
Webb, whose note he had borne. 

Thirdly, as placing Mr. Graves himself in the 
humiliating attitude of supplication to him, (Mr. 
Cilley) to relieve him, (Mr. Graves) from ‘‘an un- 
pleasant situation.” 

Fourthly, as saying, in effect, «<I do not recog- 
nise col. Webb to bea gentleman, sir, but I res- 
pect you as one;”’ thereby inviting Mr. Graves to 
substitute himself for colonel Webb. 

Such was the construction which Mr. Graves 
put upon that letter, and I could not see, and can- 
not now, what other construction he could have 
put upon it, taken in connection with the conversa- 
tions which he averred had passed previously be- 
tween them; itseemed wholly irreconcileable with, 
and contradictory to, what bad passed between 
them verbally. But, upon due consideration, he 
determined to offer Mr. Cilley again an opportuni- 
ty to explain. He prepared his second letter, and 
sent it to Mr. Cilley by the honorable Mr. Mene- 
fee, as he has since informed me; I know nothing 
of what passed between Mr. Cilley and Mr. Me- 
nefee. 

During the sitting of the house on the 22d, be- 
tween the hours of 3 p. m. and 4 p.m., I think, 
Mr. Graves came to me with Mr. Cilley’s reply, in 
which he denied the right of Mr. Graves to pro- 
pound the question in his second note, and re- 
quested me to bear to Me. Cilley a challenge which 
he had already written, and which he placed in 
my hands. I expressed my reluctance to be the 
bearer, told him I would confer with him again 
upon the subject, and returned to my seat to at- 
tend to the discussion of the bill in relation to the 
disturbances on the Canadian frontier; I addressed 
the house that evening, soon after which the house 
adjourned. 

Mr. Graves walked with me from the capitol to 
my boarding house. I then repeated my objections 
to be the bearer of his challenge, and insisted that 
I would not bear it that evening; that I wanted 
time for reflection; that I could not do that service, 
under any circumstances, except for an intimate 
friend, who would make a like sacrifice, and incur 
a like responsibility for me; that I regarded him as 
such a friend, who had in fact shown every disposi- 
tion to stand by me upon trying occasions; but I 
hoped that something might yet be done to avoid 
the alternative he had chosen; and that I must be 
permitted to delay the delivery of it until the next 
day, if I delivered it at all. I prevailed on him to 
wait until the next morning, when he called upon 
me again; said that nothing had occurred to change 
his determination; took the challenge and changed 
its phraseology; (I have not a copy of the first he 
put into my hands, nor do I recollect its terms;) 
and insisted that Ishould deliver it before the house 
met, on the 22d of February. I was prevailed on 


to do so; and accordingly, a few minutes before 12 | by 12 1-2 m. when he could be ready. I was still 
m. on Friday the 22d,I called at Mr. Cilley’s board- | anxious to delay the meeting, and desirous to throw 





ing house, and handed him the paper. 


When I went into the sitting room at Mr. Birth’s 
I met a gentleman whom I took to be Mr. Williams, 
the senator from Maine. We conversed a few min- 
utes, and ina short time Mr. Pierce, the senator 
from New Hampshire, came in, followed by Mr. 
Cilley. Directly after saluting these gentlemen, 
Mr. Williams first, and Mr. Pierce soon after him, 
retired into an adjoining room, leaving Mr. Cilley 
and myself alone. I informed him that f bore him 
a note from Mr. Graves. He said, “I will receive 
it, sir.” I handed himthe challenge; he read it, and 
said, ‘Mr. Pierce, or some other friend, sir, will 
band Mr. Graves my answer.” I bowed and we 
parted. I went immediately to the house, and in 
the evening, after its adjournment, Mr. Jones came 
to my recom, and handed Mr. Cilley’s acceptance to 
Mr. Graves, as described in our joint statement. Mr. 
Graves, expecting to have a fight with pistols, had 
come to my room to examine a pair I had, and see 
whether they would suit him. He had not been 
practised in the use of any weapon, he told me, and 
desired me to have my pistols put in order to go 
out with him the next morning, and instruct him 
how to use them. 

Soon after, Mr. Jones furnished me with the 

terms of the meeting. I left my room with Mr. 
Menefee, who had come in just as Mr. Jones and I 
were parting, about 6 p. m.I think, to show the 
terms tosome of Mr. Graves’s friends, and to sub- 
mit tothem whether they should be accepted. They 
were condemned as barbarous, and such as might 
properly be declined; but it was thought that they 
were intended to intimidate; that the distance was 
so great as, in some measure, to mitigate the seve- 
rity of the weapon, and, therefore, I was advised 
that they should be accepted. Indeed, it was 
thought that the acceptance of such terms might 
avoid the duel altogether, inasmuch as the plain ob- 
ject of such propositions was either to make the 
duel fatal, or to deter Mr. Graves from acceptin 
them; and if the latter was the object, the party 
proposing was most likely to fly from the terms 
himself. 
I consented to accept the terms reluctantly, and 
before I did accept them, I endeavored to ascertain 
whether they could be complied with, by procuring 
a weapon within the appointed time. I rode to 
four different places to inquire whether a fit wea- 
pon could be got, and after a vain search for seve- 
ral hours, I went to Mr. Jones’s room, and handed 
him my first note, about 9 o’clock, p. m. In 
that note I was particular to name that there 
should be but one ball to lessen the chances of 
a fatal shot, by confining the parties to the ««down- 
ward horizontal position,” until the word “fire,” 
thus shortening the time in which they could take 
aim; and not knowing where to get a rifle or whe- 
ther one could be got, the main object of the note 
was togain time. I wished to gain time, not only 
to procure a fit rifle, but to afford an opportunity, 
if possible, to prevent the meeting. Indeed, I re- 
marked to Mr. Jones verbally, that I knew.of no 
person to whom I could apply with certainty of 
getting a tried weapon in the city of Washington, 
and I expected to be obliged to send to Philadel- 
phia for one. He seemed to intimate that the 
time could not be postponed for that purpose: said 
that there must be fit weapons here, and asked if I 
could not procure one from the arsenal? I replied, 
that I should not risk an untried rifle, and told him 
that I would be obliged if he could inform me 
where a fit rifle could be got. I fixed upon the hour 
of 11 a. m. the next day, as the latest period 
when I would inform Mr. Jones whether Mr. 
Graves could be ready. I informed Mr. Graves of 
what I had done, and retired to rest. 

About 2 o’clock at night, Mr. Menefee came to 
iny room, awoke me out of sleep, and informed me 
that Mr. Graves's friends had procured for him a 
rifle, but, he said. it was in exceedingly bad order. 
The owner of it has since told me that it had not 
been used for more than eighteen months, and it 
was very rusty. I directed Mr. Menefee to have 
it cleaned as early as possible, and that it must be 
tried in the morning before Mr. Graves’ life was 
hazarded on it. 

Early the next morning, I went to the room of 
the hon. Mr. Hawes, where, according to appoint- 
ment with Mr. Menefee the night previous, I ex- 
pected to meet Mr. Graves. Not finding Mr. Graves 
there, [returned to Miss Queen’s, my own boardin 
house, to breakfast, and found on my table, about 
8 o’clock a. m. the note of Mr. Jones, informin 
me that he would be at Dr. Reilly’s until 11 o’clock, 
a.m. on the 24th. 

At ten o’clock, a. m. I went to Dr. Reilly’s, and 
wrote Mr. Jones a note that Mr. Graves could not 
be ready by 12 m., and that I would inform him 








obstacles in the way of it for thatday. At about 
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10 1-2 a.m. I1 found Mr. Graves atthe arsenal, 
where he went to have the rifle cleaned, and I saw 
him try it several times ata mark. He was ex- 
ceedingly awkward, shot badly, and I by no means 
liked the rifle he had. I feared very much the con- 
sequences of going out with bim under such a to- 
tal want of preparation, and skill, and was still 
more than ever anxious for delay, as were his other 
friends. But on my return to my room, about 11 
1-2 a. m. I found two notes from Mr. Jones, a rifle, 
a powder flask, with powder and bail in it, lying on 
my table. 

The first note, dated 10 1-2 a. m. in reply to 
mine of 10 a. m., stated that Mr. Jones had 
‘the pleasure to inform” me that he had ‘an excei- 
lent rifle, in good order, which was at the service 
of Mr. Graves.”” The second note, which had not 
been delayed for an answer to the first, dated half 
an hour only after the first, tendered to me, ‘for the 
use of Mr. Graves the rifle referred to,”’ and there 
were the rifle and its appendages. ‘These notes and 
that rifle hastened the meeting. I dared delay no 
longer, without danger of a taunt for cowardice, 
Mr. Graves should have gone upon the ground, af- 
ter this, under every disadvantage; but he should 
not have used the rifle sent him, because, though 
‘‘an excellent rifle, in good order,” Mr. Cilley had, 
of course, preferred another to it; and if Mr. Graves 
had missed with it, and been killed, I would have 
been justly chargeable with his death. ‘The meet- 
ing was then tou be had as soon as Mr. Graves’ rifle 
could be cleaned, as a surgeon could be got, and as 


the parties could reach a field out of the District of 


Columbia. I saw Mr. Jones immediately, and we 
agreed upon 3 o’cleck, p. m. as sai‘l in our joint 
statement , 

I returned to Mr. Hawes’ room, where Mr. 
Graves was, and informed him of the appointment. 
He then selected the hon. John J. Crittenden, of 
the senate, and the hon. RK. H. Menefee, of the 
house, as the friends whom I was to consult. Mr. 
Graves retired, and whilst the rifle was being clean- 
ed, I then submitted to Mr. Crittenden and Mr. 
Menefee the question, distinctly—what should be 
done in case the parties missed? We were ail sure 
that Mr. Graves would miss often. 

I understood positively from Mr. Graves, that he 
would not be satisfied with any admission short of 
what Mr. Cilley had made to him, verbally, in their 
interviews. Our object, then, was to adopt or sug- 
gest some form, or explanation, or admission, which 
should be as easy as possible for Mr. Cilley to 
make, and which should satisfy Mr. Graves. ‘This 
was our study, and we unanimously decided that 
immediately after the first fire I should propose to 
Mr. Cilley, or his second, that he should assign 
some such reason, or make some such disclaimer, 
for declining to receive col. Webb’s note from Mr. 
Graves, as he had made to Mr. Graves in their pri- 
vate conversation. Mr. Crittenden and Mr. Meue- 
fee wrote down what they thought Mr. Graves 
should be satisfied with. ‘The one wrote: 

‘‘That in declining to receive from Mr. Graves 
the note from colonel Webb, Mr. Cilley was not in- 
fluenced by considerations affecting the honor of 
col. Webb.” 

The other wrote: 

‘“‘Mr. Cilley states that he did not decline to re- 
ceive colonel Webb’s communication from Mr, 
Graves in consequence of any personal exception 
to colonel Webb as a gentleman or a man of 
honor.” 

To these I added another form of admission, 
which should be accepted as satisfactory: 

“Mr. Cilley declined to receive the communica- 
tion from colonel Webb, at the hands of Mr. Graves, 
upon the ground that he, Mr. Cilley, did not hold 
himself answerable to colonel Webb for words 
spoken in debate, on the floor of the house of re- 
presentatives.” 

These, or any admission approaching in sub- 
stance to these, were to be considered satisfactory. 
I carried the written propositions with me, in my 
pocket, onthe gruund. The reason why Mr. Graves 
would not be satisfied with any thing short of these, 
was because he alleged that Mr. Cilley hat made 
both these admissions to him verbally. 

As to what “transpired on the field,” &c. &e., 
I must refer generally to the statement published 
by Mr. Jones and myself. But, as that statement 
is only of what occurred within our joint knowledge, 
besides the correspondence given upon information 
of others, I have a few particulars within my own 
knowledge to add. 

The distance appointed was eighty yards. It is 
my firm belief that the distance stepped off by Mir. 
Jones and myself, which we did ‘pari passu,”’ was 
nearer one hundred yards than eighty. The 
ground was measured before the choice of posi- 
tions, and I believe that we both stepped witha 
view of preventing the parties from hitting each 





other. The choice of position fell to me by lot. 
The giving of the word fell to Mr. Jones. 

I kept my eye upon Mr. Cilley; it was my duty 
to see that he obeyed the rules. At the first ex- 
change of shots, [ thought that he fired, though 
perfectly fair, too hurriedly, and his ball did not 
reach Mr. Graves, because he did not raise his 
rifle sufficiently bigh. Mr. Graves fired after Mr. 
Cilley. 

As the rifle was put into Mr. Cilley’s hands the 
second time, I saw, though I could not hear, Mr. 
Jones giving him directions, as I thought, to be 
more deliberate. I had heard that he was a fine 
marksman, and I was extremely uneasy for the 
result. The word was given; Mr. Graves’s rifle 
went of quickly, and, as he told me afterwards, ac- 
cidentally, and into the ground. Mr. Cilley drew 
up very deliberately, aimed, I feared, a deadly shot, 
and fired. I thought he had bit Mr. Graves. I 
went to him, and inquired why he shot so quick? 
He said that he must have another shot; that Mr. 
Menefee had told him not to put bis finger upon 
the guard, but the trigger was too easy, and that 
he would next time shoot his own way. His rifle 
had gone off accidentally, owing to his taking his 
finger off the guard, and insisted upon another 
shot. 

It was very apparent to me that Mr. Cilley had 
shot at the life of Mr. Graves. If, when Mr. 
Graves’s rifle went off, without harm to him, he 
had discharged in the air, or reserved his fire, the 
fight would have been at an end; he would not 
again have jeoparded Mr. Graves’s life, and would 
have saved his own. Mr. Graves was not, how- 
ever, touched by his ball, and I again withdrew the 
challenge, as before, for explanation. 


It was between the second and third exchange of 


shots, and after the rifles were ordered to be again 
loaded for the third fire, the challenge having been 
renewed, that I proposed to Mr. Jones that Mr. 
Cilley should say that, ‘tia declining to receive col. 
Webb’s note, he meant no disrespect to Mr. 
Graves, either directly or indirectly.” In making 
this proposition 1 went beyond my instructions; 
but, as I understood Mr. Jones, Mr. Cilley would 
not say those words alone nor without adding 
words which did away the effect of the word ‘2- 
directly,”? and which left the parties exactly where 
they were when they came upon the ground. 

The statement of Mr. Jones and myself contains 
substantially all the propositions which I remember 
to have been made on the field for settling the dif- 
ference. But here it is proper to remark, that when 
first the friends assembled at my instance, much 
was said by them upon both sides. A debate was 
likely to ensue, and lest a dispute or difference 
should arise among ourselves, it was suggested that 
the friends should consult apart with the respective 
seconds, and that the seconds should be the organs 
of announcing propositions for settling the dif- 
ference in the hearing of all. This seemed to be 
acceded to by all parties. I noted nothing, there- 
fore, as authorized, except what proceeded from 
Mr. Jones himself; and consequently, do not, and 
cannot, attempt to report what was said by others. 
I do not remember to have heard Mr. Cilley speak 
after he went on the ground. He and Mr. Graves 
were ordered to their positions, after being in- 
structed as to the word, and they kept their posi- 
tions, eighty yards apart, until the fight ended. The 
conference of seconds and friends were held ex- 
actly equi-distant from them—of course, forty 
yards off. 

I made no proposition on the ground, and re- 
jected none, without consulting Mr. Crittenden and 
Mr. Menefee; and I believe that every act of mine 
there, and throughout the whole affair, met with 
their approbation, and that of Mr. Graves. 

It was at the instance of Mr. Graves himself, 
that I remarked to Mr. Jones, iminediately previ- 
ous to the last exchange of shots: “If this matter 
is not terminated this shot, and is not settled, I will 
propose to shorten the distance.”” Mr. Graves had 
no confidence in his own shooting, at so long a dis- 
tance, and directed me positively, if they missed 
repeatedly, to hace a prolongation of the aifair 
ry opeens closer quarters. 

he reason why Mr. Graves insisted upon Mr. 
Cilley’s saying, ‘either that he declined to receive 
the note of colonel Webb, because he was not ac- 
countable for words spoken in debate,” or ‘that, 
in declining to receive the note, he did not do 
so upon the ground of personal objection to col. 
Webb, as a gentleman,” was because Mr. Cilley 
had made both these declarations, as Mr. Graves 
alleged to his friends, to him verbally. He would 
not be satisfied with the declarations announced on 
the ground, and his friends could not advise him to 
accept them as satisfactory, for the reason that 
they admitted nothing which Mr. Cilley did not 
admit in his written correspondence, and nothing 
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which he did admit in his conversation with M. 
Graves. Mr. Graves could not be Satisfied ry 
field, whilst his adversary was before him wit on 
rifle in his hand, with what he was not satisfied , 
before, whilst looking at a pen merely in ap 
hand. 

I have now stated the facts, and the World ¢ 
make its own deduction of the causes Which ery 
the death of the honorable Mr, Cilley. Ig ] a - 
proper judge of those causes, and am expected {, 
say what they were, I will sum them up in order: 

First. Mr. Cilley, as Mr. Graves affirmed and 
still affirms, denied, in writing, a satisfactory oS 
swer which he had made to Mr. Graves verbal” 

Second. He made this written denial in anewe 
to a letter of Mr. Graves, which he had himself - 
quested to be addressed to him, witha view to form 
a pretext for a written admission of the very faci, 
he denied. 

Third. He impeached the honor of one for who, 
as a gentleman, Mr. Graves undertook, by the very 
act of bearing his note, to vouch. 

For these causes, Mr. Graves challenged hit {) 
mortal combat; and 

Fourth. When Mr. Graves called on him {o; 
“that satisfaction which is recognised among yey. 
tlemen,”’ he prescribed barbarous and savage terns: 
an unusual weapon, the most deadly, at the distance 
selected, in the hands of a good shot. 

Fifth. He precipitated the time of meeting, whey 
the second of Mr. Graves was avowing a want of 
preparation and a desire for delay. 

Sixth. A weapon, not one of a pair, was tender. 
ed for the useof Mr. Graves, in a manner that was 
considered taunting. 

Seventh. In the second exchange of shots, Mr, 
Cillev fired deliberately at Mr. Graves’ life, after 
the rifle of Mr. Graves had gone off accidentally, 
and without effect. ; 

Eighth. Mr. Graves called Mr. Cilley out upon 
a point of sufficient importance, as he thought, to 
cause a challenge; he did not get the satisfaction 
he demanded, and he was not the man to leave the 
field without gaining that point, after any number 
of ineffectual fires. 

And for reason of all these causes the combat 
proved mortal. Mr. Ciiley was killed; death might 
have been the fate of Mr. Graves. Certain it is, 
that Mr. Graves did not hold Mr. Cilley accounta. 
ble for the exercise of any privilege of a member 
of the house of representatives. ‘There was no 
point of their controversy when the plea of Mr. 
Cilley’s privilege of debate would not have been 
held sacred and sufficient by Mr. Graves and his 
friends. Mr. Graves held him accountable in de. 
fence only of his own veracity, and of the honor 
of one for whom he had undertaken to voucli asa 
gentleman. 

Such are the more prominent causes known to 
me which made this due! bloody, which made Mr. 
Graves insist upon a second and a third exchange 
of shots, which brought Mr. Cilley to an untimely 
end. 


h a 
With 
OWN 


Most respectfully, 
HENRY A. WISE. 


From the “Globe” of Tuesday, the 15th inst. 

LETTER FROM THE HON. FRANKLIN PIERCE. 

WASHINGTON, March 12, 1833. 
Str: I inclose herewith a number of ‘the At- 
las,” a paper printed at Boston, for the prrpose ol 
calling the attention of the committee to a letter 
dated in this city onthe 5th instant; the perusal «l 
which has filled me with equal pain and surprise. 
In a former letter in the same paper, it was stated 
that I was the second of Mr. Cilley in the late tras! 
cal duel. This I did not notice, because the cor 
rection had already gone abroad, and also for the 
reason that so far as the immediate relatives aud 
friends of the deceased (who have occupied my 
thoughts almost exclusively since the melanchelly 
occurrence) were concerned, it was a matter of “ 
importance. But the letter to which I now call the 
attention of the committee, contains statements 
which must be of the most painful interest to thos 
relatives as they are to me: statements into which 
aregard to their feelings and my own character 
alike demanda strict investigation. [extract those 
parts of the letter which relates particularly to wf 
self, and into which I respectfully ask the comunl 

tee to institute a rigid inquiry. 

EXTRACTS. 
Ist. “Ifthe matter be probed to the bottom, i 
will be found that Mr. Cilley was sacrificed by his 
own friends, who urged and induced him to figh 
in the confident expectation that he would ki 
Graves at the first fire.” Dane 
2d. «But in the interval between that intervie’ 
and the note he received from Mr. Graves contain: 
ing a written statement of the substance of the con 
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; hich he was requested to assent to, he 
OI eaaiiad: it is said, with his friend Mr, Pierce, 
I Tew Hampshire, and through Mr. Piorce, with. 
th t celebrated duellist—celebrated for killing his 
ponents by unfair advantages—Mr. Benton of 
Missouri. No doubt others were called into the 
council. Mr. Cilley’s remarkable skill with the 
rifle was well known.” int aie 

34, «When the carriage, containing Mr. Cilley’s 
body, drove up to the door of his boarding house, 
Mr. Pierce, who boards in the same house, is said 
tohave run down stairs with an air of exultation, 
calling out for the news, and confident that his 
fiend had been successful. The revulsion in his 
foelings, when he learned the real state of the case, 
may be imagined.” 

With regard to the first extract, I would state 
that | have been a friend of Mr. Cilley from the 
days of our college life, and suppose I may be one 
of the individuals alluded to, but that I never en- 
tertained or expressed a ‘‘confident expectation that 
he would kill Mr. Graves;” but on the contrary, I 
did express, both before the meeting and after the 
parties had left the city, an anxious hope that the 
difference might be settled without the effusion of 
blood. I never advised Mr. Ciiley to accept the 
challenge, nor do I know any friend who did. 

In relation to the second, I state that he did con- 
sult with me, and that I advised him by all means 
to avoid a personal difficulty; if he could, to make 
his first note in reply to Mr. Graves acceptable; 
and I particularly suggested to him to state that he 
neither denied or affirmed any thing with regard to 
Mr. Webb’s character, as I understood him to say 
he had done before, in order that Mr. Graves 
should have no cause to make it a matter personal 
to himself. At the time the note was written, I do 
not recollect to have heard from Mr. Cilley, or any 
other person, that he was accustomed to the use of | 
the rifle at all. 

When the second note was received, and the 
answer written, I suggested that he had better in- 
troduce the sentiment which I knew he entertained, 
that he regretted that his foriner note was not satis- 
factory, for the purpose of manifesting still his dis- 
position for reconciliation. Mr. Cilley fully con- 
curred in all my suggestions. 

It is due to col. Benton to state that I never spoke. 
with him on this subject, until Friday afternoon, 
when the challenge had been received, and Mr. 
Cilley had resolved to accept it. 

In relation to the third extract quoted above, I 
have to state, that late in the afternoon, when on 
Pennsylvania avenue, at the foot of Third street, 
on which street were our lodgings, a messenger on 
horseback came up and informed me that he had 
come from the field, and that Mr Cilley was killed. 
I proceeded immediately to our boarding-house, 
and announced the fact to Mr. Williams, general 
Wall, and the family. While we were standing in 
the entry, a note from Mr. Wise was brought in, 
stating that my friend was wounded, and that he 
had left him nearthe Anacosta bridge, I asked one of 
the gentlemen to take a carriage and go out with 
ine. General Wall remarked, that he would pro- 
bably be brought in before we could get out of the 
city. Mr. Williams went up stairs for an outside 
garment; before he returned, the carriage drove up 
with the remains of Mr. Cilley. 

I trust the committee will be enabled to ascer- 
‘ain upon what authority statements so injurious 
tomyself and others, have been made. 

Tam, very respectfully, 
FRANKLIN PIERCE. 


Hon. Isaac Toucry, 
Chairman of the committee of investigation. 


ss 


' The supreme court of the United States having 
“en Invited to attend the funeral of Mr. Cilley, 
1 opted the following resolutions, which we copy 
ror “the New York American.” 
reeds That the justices of the supreme court 
- ertain a high respect for the character of the de- 
ites: sincerely deplores his untimely death, and 
ze with his bereaved family in the heavy 
“Niction which has fallen upon them. 
“esolved, That with every desire to manifest 
we respect for the house of representatives, and 
Committtee of the houte, by whom they have 
"en Invited, and for the memory of the deceased, 
vn Justices of the supreme court cannot, consis- 
in re the duties they owe to the public attend 
__ l€ir official characters, the funeral of one who 
as fallen in a duel. 
he dered, That these proceedings be entered on 
ve minutes of the court, and that the chief justice 
the | »€ a copy to the chairman of the committee of 
" House of representatives. 
The following resolves, introduced by Mr. 





: ; 
odman, of Portland, were unanimously passed 


in the Maine house of representatives, on Mon- 
day the 12th inst. 

Resolved, That the intelligence of the sudden 
death of the honorable Jonathan Ciiley, a represen- 
tative in congress from this state, has been receiv- 
ed with unfeigned grief. 

Resolved, That the people of this state hold in 
high estimation the distinguished talents and public 
services of the deceased, and feel the deepest sym- 
pathy for his afflicted widow, children and friends. 

Resolved, That attested copies of these resolves 
be forwarded to the widow ot the deceased, and to 
each of the senators and representatives in congress 
from this state. 

After the above resolutions had been adopted, 
Mr. Gardiner, of Waterville, introduced several 
resolutions, condemning the practice of duelling, 
which were read, and assigned fora second reading. 
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SPEECH OF MR. CALHOUN, 


OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 





On the sub-treasury bill: delivered in the senate of the 
United Statics, February 15, 1838. 


I regard this measure, which has been so much 
denounced as very little more than an attempt to 
carry out the provisions of the joint resolutions of 
1816 and the deposite act of 1836. The former pro- 
vides that no notes but those of specie paying banks 
shall be received in the dues ofthe government, and 
the latter that such banks only shall be the deposi- 
tories of the public revenues and fiscal agents of the 
government; but it omitted to make provisions for 
the contingency of a general suspension of specie 
payments, such as is the present. It followed, ac- 
cordingly, on the suspension in May last, which to- 


itally separated the government and the banks, that 


the revenues were thrown in the bands of the exe- 
cutive, where it has since remained under its exclu- 
sive control, without any legal provision for its safe 
keeping. The object of this bill is to supply this 
omission; to take the public money out of the hands 
of the executive and place it under the custody of 
the laws, and to prevent the renewal of a connexion 
which has proved so unfortunate to both the gov- 
ernment and the banks. But it is this measure, 
originating in an exigency caused by our own acts, 
and that seeks to make the most ofa change eflected 


iby operation of law, instead of attempting to inno- 
ivate, or to make another experiment, as has been 


erroneously represented, which has been denounced 
under the name of the sub-treasury with such un- 
exampled bitterness. 

In lieu of this bill, an amendment has been offer- 
ed, as a substitute, by the senator from Virginia, 
furthest from the chair, (Mr. Rives,) which he in- 
forms us is the first choice of himself and those who 
agree with him, and the second choice of those with 
whom he is allied on this question. If I may judge 
from appearances, which can hardly deceive, he 
might have said their first choice, under existing cir- 
cumstances; and have added, that despairing of a 
national bank, the object of their preference, they 
have adopted his substitute, as the only practical 
alternative at present. We have, then, the question 
thus narrowed down to this bill and the proposed 
substitute. Itis agreed, on all sides, that one or the 
other must be selected, and that to adopt or reject 
the one, is to reject or adopt the other. The single 
question then is, which shall we choose? <A deeply 
momentous question, which we are now called on 
to decide in behalf of the states of this union, and on 
our decision their future destiny must, in a great 
degree, depend, so long as their union endures. 

In comparing the relative merits of the two mea- 
sures, preparatory to a decision, I shall touch very 
briefly on the principles and details of the bill. The 
former is well understood by the senate and the coun- 
try at large, and the latter has been so ably and lucidly 
explained by the chairman of the cominittee in his 
opening speech, as to supercede the necessity of 
further remarks on them at this stage of the discus- 
sion. I propose, then, to limit myself to a mere 
general summary, accompanied by a few brief ob- 
servations. 

The object of the bill, as I have already stated, is 
to take the public funds out of the hands of the exe- 
cutive, where they have been thrown by the cpera- 
tion of ouracts, and to place them under the custody 
of law; and to provide for a gradual and slow, but a 
perpetual separation between the government and 
the banks. It proposes to extend the process of 
separating to the year 1845, receiving, during the 
first year of the series, the notes of such banks as 
may pay specie, and reducing thereafier the amount 
receivable in notes one-sixth annually, till the sepa- 
ration shall be finally consummated at the period 
mentioned. y 

The provisions of the bill are the most simple and 
effectual that an able cominittee could devise. Four 


(principal receivers, a few clerks, and a sufficient 
number of agents to examine the state of the public 
funds in order to see that all is right, at an annual 
charge not exceeding forty or fifty thousand dollars 
at most, constitute the additional officers and expen- 
ditures required, to perform ail the functions here- 
tofore discharged by the banks, as depositories of 
the public money and fiscal agents of the treasury. 
This simple apparatus will place the public treasury 
on an independent footing, and give to the govern- 
ment, at all times, a certain command of its funds 
to neet its engagements, and preserve its honor and 
faith inviolate. If it be desirable to separate from 
the banks, the government must have some inde- 
pendent agency of its own to keep and disburse the 
public revenue; andif it must have such an agency, 
hone, in my opinion, can be devised more simple, 
more economical, more effectual and safe, than that 
provided by this bill. It is the necessary result of 
the separation, and to reject it, without proposing a 
better, (if, indeed, a better can be,) is to reject the 
separation itself. 

I turn now tothe substitute. Its object is directly 
the reverse of that of the bill. It proposes to revive 
the league of state banks, and to renew our connec- 
tion with them, and which all acknowledge has con- 
tributed so much to corrupt the community, and to 
create a spirit of speculation, heretofore unexampled 
in our history. 

The senator in offering it, whether wisely or not, 
has at least acted consistently. He was its advo- 
cate at first in 1834, when the alternative was be- 
tween it and the recharter of the late Bank of the 
United States. He then defended it zealously and 
manfully, against the fierce assaults of his present 
allies, as he now defends it, when those, who then 
sustained him, have abandoned the measure. Whe- 
ther wisely or not, there is something heroic in his 
adherence, and I commend him for it; but I fear I 
cannot say as much for his wisdom and discretion. 
He acknowledged with all others, the disasters that 

/ have followed the first experiment, but attributes 

| the failure to inauspicious circumstances, and insists 
that the measure has not had a fair trial. I grant 
that a second experiment may succeed, after the 
first has failed; but the senator must concede, in re- 
turn, that every failure must necessarily weaken 
confidence, both in the experiment and the experi- 
menter. He cannot be more confident in makin 
this second trial than he was in the first; and if 
doubted the success then, and preferred the sub- 
treasury to his league of banks, he must excuse me 
for still adhering to my opinion, and doubting the 

success of hissecond trial. Nor ought he to be sur- 
prised, that those who joined him in the first should 
be rather shy of trying the experiment again, after 
having been blown into the air, and burnt and scald- 
ed by the explosion. But, if the senator has been 
unfortunate in failing to secure the co-operation of 
those who aided him in the first trial, he has been 
compensated by securing the support of those who 
were then opposed to him. They are now his zeal- 
ous supporters. In contrasting their course then 
and now, I intend nothing personal. I make no 
charge of inconsistency, nor do | intend to imply it. 

My object is truth, and not to wound the feelings of 
any one, or any party. I know that to make out a 
chaige of inconsistency, not only the question, but 
all the material circumstances must be the same. 
A change in either, may make a change of vote ne- 
cessary; and, with a material variation in circum- 
stances, we are often compelled to vary our course, 
in order to preserve our principles. In this case, I 
conceive that circumstances, as far as the present 
allies of the senator are concerned, have materially 
changed. Then the option was between a recharter 

of the Jate bank and a league of state banks; but 
now the former is out of the pager and the option 
is between such a league and a total separation from 
the banks. This being the alternative, they may 
well take that, which they rejected in 1834, without 
subjecting themselves to the charge of inconsistency, 
or justly exposing themselves to the imputation of 
change of principle, or opinion. I acquit them, 

\then, of all such charges. ‘They doubtless think 
now, as they formerly did, of the measure, which 
they then denounced and rejected, but which a 
change of circumstances now compel them to sup- 
port. Bunt in thus acquitting them of the charge of 
inconsistency, they must excuse me if I avail my- 
self of the fact, that their opinion remains unchang- 
ed, as an argument in favor of the bill—against the 
substitute. The choice is betweenthem. They 

are in the opposite scales. ‘To take from the one is, 

in effect, to add to the other; and any objection 
against the one, is an argument equally strong in 
favor of the other. I then do avail myself of their 
many powerful objections in ’34 against the mea- 
sure, which this substitute proposes now to revive. 

I call to my aid, and press into my service every 

denunciation they then uttered, and every argu- 
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ment they then so successfully urged against. it. 
They, no, we (for I was then, as now, irreconcile- 
ably opposed to the measure) charged against it, 
and proved what we charged, that it placed the purse 
and the sword in the same hands; that it would be 
the sonrce of boundless patronage and corruption, 
and fatal in its consequences to the currency of the 
country; and I now avail myself of these, and all 
other objections, then urged by us, in as full force 
against this substitute, as if you were again to rise 
in your places and repeat them now; and of course, 
as sO many arguments, in etfect, in favor of the bill; 
and on their strength I claim your vote in its favor, 
unless, indeed, still stronger objections can be urged 
against it. I say stronger, because time has proved 
the truth of all that was then said against the mea- 
sure now proposed to be revived by this substitute. 
What was then prediction is now fact. But what- 
ever objections have been, or may be urged against 
the bill, however strong they may appear in argu- 
ment, remain yet to be tested by the unerring test of 
time and experience. Whether they shall ever be 
realized must be admitted even by those who may 
have the greatest confidence in them, to be at least 
uncertain; and it is the part of wisdom and pru- 
dence, where objections are equally strong against 
two measures, to prefer that which is yet untried, to 
that which has been tried and failed. Against this 
conclusion, there is but one escape. 

It may be said that we are sometimes compelled, 
in the midst of the many extraordinary circumstan- 
ces in which we may be placed, to prefer that, which 
is of itself the more objectionable, to that which is 
less so; because the former may more probably lead, 
in the end, to some desired result, than the latter.— 
To apply the principle to this case, it may he said 
that the substitute, though of itself objectionable, is 
to be preferred, because it would more probably lead 
to the e:tablishment of a national bank, than the 
bill which you believe to be the only certain remedy 
for all the disorders that affect the currency. I ad- 
mit the position to be sound in principle, but it is 
one exceedingly bold and full of danger in practice, 
and ought never to be acted on, but in extreme ca- 
ses, and where there is a rational prospect of accom- 
plishing the object ultimately aimed at. The appli- 
cation, in this case, I must think, would be rashness 
itself. It may be safely assumed, that the success 
of either, whichever may be adopted, the bill or the 
substitute, would be fatal to the establishment of a 
national bank. It can never put down a success{ul 
measure to take its place; and, of course, that 
which is most likely to fail, and re-plunge the coun- 
try into all the disasters of a disordered currency, is 
that which would most probably lead to the restora- 
tion of a national bank; and to prefer the substi- 
tute on that account is, in fact, to prefer it because 
it is the worst of the two. But are you certain that 
another explosion would be followed by a bank? 
We have already had two; and it is far more proba- 
ble. that the third would impress, universally and 
indelibly, on the public mind, that there was some- 
thing radically and incurably wrong in the system 


which would blow up the whole concern, national 


bank and all. 

If I may be permitted to express an opinion, I 
would say, you have pursued a course on this sub- 
ject unfortunate both for yourselves and country. 

ou are opposed both to the league of banks, and the 
sub-treasury. You prefer a national bank ; and 
regard it as the only. safe and certain regulator of 
the currency, but consider it, for the present, out of 
the question, and are therefore compelled to choose 
between the othertwo. By supporting the substi- 
tute, you will be held responsible for all the mischief 
and disasters that may tollow the revival of the pet 
bank system, as it has been called, with the almost 
certain defeat of your first and cherished choice ; 
and those you oppose will reap all the benefits of 
the power, patronage and influence, which it may 
place in their hands, without incurring any portion 
of the responsibility. But that is notall. The suc- 
cess of the substitute would be the defeat of the bill, 
which would, in like manner, place on you the res- 
ponsibility of its defeat, and give those you oppose, 
all the advantage of having supported it without any 
of the responsibility, that would have belonged to 
it, had it been adopted. Had a different course been 
takeg—had you joined in aiding to extend the cus- 
tody of the laws over the public revenue, in the 
hands of the Executive, where your own acts have 
placed it, and for which you, of course, are respon- 
sible, throwing the blame at the same time on those, 
to whom you attribute the present disordered state 
of the currency, the burthen of the responsibility, 
you would have stood ready to profit by events. If 
the sub-treasury, contrary to your anticipation, suc- 
ceeded, as patriots, you would have cause to rejoice 
in the unexpected good, If it failed, you would 
have the credit of having anticipated the result, and 
might then after a double triumph of sagacity and 


foresight, have brought forward your favorite meas- 

ure, with a fair prospect of success, when every 

other had failed. By not taking this course, you 

“94 lost the only prospect of establishing a national 
ank, 

Nor has your course, in my opinion, been fortu- 
nate for the country. Had it been different, the 
currency question would have been decided at the 
called session; and had it been decided then, the 
country would this day have been ina much better 
condition : at least the manufacturing and commer- 
cial section to the north, where the derangement of 
the cu:rency is felt the most severely. The south is 
comparatively in an easy condition. 

Such are the difficulties that stand in the way 
of the substitute at the very threshold. Those be- 
yond are vastly greater, as I shall now proceed to 
show. Its object as I have stated, is to revive the 
league of state banks, and the first question pre- 
sented for consideration is, how is this to be done— 
how is the league to be formed? how stimulated 
into life when formed ; and what after it bas been 
revived, would be the true character of the league 
or combination? ‘To answer these questions we 
must turn to its provisions. 

It provides that the secretary of the treasury shall 
select twenty-five specie paying banks, as the fiscal 
agents of the government, all to be respectable and 
substantial, and that the selection shall be confirmed 
by the joint vote of the two houses. It also pro- 
vides, that they shall be made the depositories of 
the public money, and that their notes shall be re- 
ceivable in the dues of the government ; and that in 
turn, for these advantages, they shall stipulate to 
perform certain duties, and comply with various 
conditions, the object of which is, to give to the 
secretary of the treasury full knowledge of their 
condition and business, with the view to supervise 
and control their acts, as far as the interest of the 
government is concerned. In addition to these, it 
contains other and important provisions, which I 
shall not enumerate, because they do not fall within 
the scope of the objections, that I propose to urge 
against the measure. 

Now | ask what does all-this amount to? What 
but a proposal on the part of the government to enter 
into a contract or bargain, with certain selected 
state banks, on the terms and conditions contained. 
Have we the right to make such a bargain is the 
first question ; and to that, I give a decided nega- 
tive, which I hope to place on constitutional 
grounds, that cannot be shaken. I intend to discuss 


every deposite, was kept, as a sacred trust to b 
safely returned to the depository, when demand . 
was extended to banks of discount, down ‘on = 
time of the formation of our government, with 3 
slight modifications. With this impression it r 
not at all extraordinary, that the deposite of the - 
venue in banks for safe keeping, and the rece; t 
their notes in the public dues, should be considered, 
matter of course, requiring no higher authority te 
a treasury order: and hence a connection, With al 
the important questions belonging to it and y, 

considered of vast magnitude, received go littl 
notice, till public attention was directed to it } its 
recent rupture. This total separation from the'sy. 
tem, in which we now find ourselves placed, for the 
first time, authorises and demands, that we shall jp. 
vestigate freely and fully, not only the consequen. 
ces of the connection, but all the questions growin, 
out of it, more especially those of a constitutional 
character; and I shall in obedience to this demand 
return to the question from which this digression 
has carried me so far. 

Have we then the right to make the bargain pro. 
posed? Have we the right to bestow the high priyj. 
liges, I might say prerogatives, on them of being 
made the depositories of the public revenue, and of 
having their notes received and treated as gold ang 
| silver in the dues of the government and in ail its fis. 
caltransactions? Have we the right to do all this 
in order to bestow confidence in the banks, with 
the view to enable them to resume specie payments? 
What is the state of the case? The banks are deeply 
indebted to the country, and are unable to pay; and 
we are asked to give them these advantages, in or- 
der to enable them to pay their debts. Can we grant 
the boon? In answering this important question, | 
begin with the fact, that our government is one of 
limited powers, It can exercise no right but what is 
specifically granted; nor pass any law but what is 
necessary and proper to carry such power into effect, 
This small pamphlet (holding it up) contains the 
constitution. Its grants of power are few and plain 
and [ ask gentleinen to turn to it, and point out the 
power, that authorizes us to do what is pruposed to 
be done, or to show that, to pass this substitute, is 
necessary to carry any of the granted powers into 
‘effect. Ifneither can be shown, what 1s proposed, 
cannot be constitutionally done; and till it is speci- 
fically pointed out, I am warranted in believing, that 
it cannot be shown. 

Our reason is oflen confounded by a mere name. 
An act, in the minds of many, may become of doubt- 





it, with other questions growing out of the connec- 
tion of the government with the banks, as a new 
question for the first time presented for considera- 
tion and decision. Strange as it may seem, the 
questions growing out of it, as long as it has existed, 
have never yet been presented nor investigated in 
reference to their constitutionality. How this has 
happened, I shall now proceed to explain, prepara- 
tory to the examination of the question, which I 
have proposed. 

The union of the government and the banks was 
never legally solemnized. It originated shortly after 
the government went into operation, not in any legal 
enactinent, but in a short order of the treasury de- 
partment of not much more than a half a dozen of 
lines, as if it were a mere matter of course. We 
thus glided imperceptibly into a connection, which 
was never recognized by law till 1816, (if my mem- 
ory serves,) but which has produced, more impor- 
tant after consequences, and has had a greater con- 
trol over the destiny of this country, than any one 
of the mighty questioi.s, which have so often and 
Da 3 agitated the country. To it may be traced, 
as their seminal principle, the vast and extraordinary 
expansion of our banking system, our excessive im- 
port duties, unconstitutional and profuse disburse- 
ments, the protective tariff, and its associated sys- 
tem for spending what it threw into the treasury, 
followed in time by a vast surplus which the utmost 
extravagance of the government could not dissipate, 
and finally, by a sort of retributive justice, the ex- 
plosion of the entire banking system, and the pre- 
sent prostrated condition of the currency, now the 
subject of our deliberation. 

How a measure, fraught with such important con- 
sequences should at first, and for so long a time 
should have escaped the attention and the investiga- 
tion of the public, deserves a passing notice. It is 
to be expiained by the false conception of the en- 
tire subject of banking, which at that early period 
universally prevailed in the community. So erro- 
neous was it, that a bank note was then identified 
in the mind of the public with gold and silver, and 
a deposite in bank was regarded, as under the most 
safe and sacred custody, that could be devised. ‘The 
original impression, derived from the bank of Ains- 
terdain, where every note, or certificate in circula- 











tion, was honestly represented by an equal and spe- 
cific quantity of gold or silver in bank, and where 


| ful constitutional authority, when applied to a bank, 
| which none would for a moment, hesitate to pro- 
/nounce grossly unconstitutional, when applied to an 
individual. To free ourselves from this illusion, | 
ask, could this government constitutionally besiow 
on ind:viduals, or a private association, the advanta- 
ges proposed to be bestowed on the selected banks, 
in order to enable them to pay their debts? Is there 
one who hears me, who would venture to say, yes, 
even in the case of the most extensive merchant or 
mercantile concern, such as some of those in New 
York, or New Orleans, at the late suspension, 
whose embarrassments involved entire sections in dis: 
tress? But, ifnot, on what principle can a discrimina- 
tion be made in favor of the banks? ‘They are local 
institutions created by the states for local purposes, 
composed, like private associations, of individual citl- 
zens, on whom the acts of the state cannot confer @ 
particle of constitutional right under this constitution, 
that does not belong to the humblest citizen. So fat 
from it, if there be a distinction, it is against the 
banks. They are reinoved farther from the control 
of this government than the individual citizens, who, 
by the constitution, are expressly subject to the 
direct action of this government in many instances 
while the state banks, as constituting a portion 0 
the domestic institutions of the states, and resting 
on their reserved rights, are entirely beyond ou! 
control; so much so, as not to be the subject 0 
a bankiupt law, although the authority to pass ol 
is expressly granted by the constitution. ye 
On what possible ground, then, can the right in 
question be placed, unless, indeed, on the broa' 
principle that these local institutions, intended - 
state purposes, have been so extended and have * 
connected themselves with the general circulatioy 
and business of the conntry, as to effect the ogee 
of the whole community, so as to make it the nee 
and duty of congress to regulate them ; or, 10 = 
on the broad principle of the general welfare ? The! 
is none other, that I can perceive: but this wo" 
be toadopt the old and exploded principle, 2! : 
times dangerous, but pre-eminently so at this a. 
when such loose and dangerous conceptions of t 
constitution are abroad in the land. If the sal Sasi 
is good, in one case, it is good in all similar ae of 
If this government may interfere with any ©” a 
the domestic institutions of the states, on the grou 
of promoting the general welfare, it may with 0 
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eae em bestow privileges to control them, it 
- jso appropriate money for the same purpose ; 
en (er a door might be opened to an interference 
alt h state institutions, of which we ofa certain sec- 
wit “ ht at this time to be not a little jealous. 

ee ’rgument might be pushed much farther. 
We not only offer to confer great and important pri- 

e no 
yileges on the banks to be selected, but, in turn, ask 
them to stipulate to comply with certain conditions, 
the object of which is to bring them under the super- 
yision and control of this government. It might be 
asked, where is the right to purchase or assume such 
supervision, or control 2 It might be repeated, that 
they are state institutions, incorporated solely for 
state purposes, and to be entirely under state control, 
and that all supervision on our part Is in violation of 
the rights of the states. It might be argued that 
such supervision or control, is calculated to weaken 
the control of the states over their own institutions, 
and to render them less subservient to their peculiar 
and local interests, for the promotion of which they 
were established ; and too subservient to other, and, 

erhaps conflicting interests, which might feel but 
Ftle sympathy with those of the states. But I for- 
bear. Other, and not less urgent objections claim 
my attention. To dilate too much on one, would 
necessarily sacrifice the claim of others. 

I next object, that whatever may be the right to 
enter into the proposed bargain, the mode in which 
it is proposed to make it is clearly unconstitutional, 
if I rightly comprehend it. I am not certain that I 
do; but, if I understand it rightly, the plan is, for 
the secretary of the treasury to select twenty-five 
state banks, as described in the substitute, which are 
to be submitted to the two houses to be confirmed 
or rejected, by their joint resolutions, without, the 
approval of the president; in the same mode, as 
they would appoint a chaplain, or establish a joint 
rule for the government of their proceedings. 

In acting on the joint resolution, if what I suppose 
be intended, each house would have the night, of 
course, to strike from it the name of any bank and 
insert another, which would in fact vest in the two 
houses the uncontrolable right of making the selec- 
tion. Now, if this be the mode propose:, as I infer 
from the silence of the mover, it is a plain and pal- 
pable violation of the constitution. The obvious in- 
tention is, to evade the veto power of the executive, 
which cannot be, without an infraction of an express 
provision of the constitution, drawn up with the ut- 
most care, and intended to prevent the possibility of 
evasion. It is contained in the Ist article, 7th sec- 
tion, and the last clause, which I ask the secretary 
to read : 

(‘‘ Every order, resolution, or vote, to which the 
concurrence of the senate and house of representa- 
tives may be necessary, (except on a question of 
adjournment) shall be presented to the president of 
the United States, and before the saime shall take 
eifect, shall be approved by him, or being disappro- 
ved by hii, shall be repassed by two-thirds of the 
senate and house of representatives, according to 
- " and limitations prescribed in the case of a 

| R.- 

Nothing can be more explicit or full. Itis no 
more possible to evade the executive veto, on any 
joint vote, than in the passage of a bill. The veto 
was vested in him not only to protect his own pow- 
ers, but as an additional guard to the constitution. I 
ain not the advocate of executive power, which I 
have been often compelled to resist of late, when 
extended beyond its proper limits, as I shall ever be 
prepared to do when itis. NoramI the advocate of 
legislative or judicial. I stand ready to protect all, 
within the sphere assigned by the constitution, and 
to resist them beyond. To this explicit and com- 
prehensive provision of the constitution, in protec- 
tion of the veto, there is but a single exception, re- 
sulting, by necessary implication, trom another por- 
tion of the instrument, not less explicit, which 
authorizes each house to establish the rules of its 
proceedings. Under this provision the two houses 
lave full and uncontrolable authority within the 
Units of their respective walls, and over those sub- 
ject to their authority, in their official character. To 
that extent, they may pass joint votes and resolu- 
lions, without the approval of the executive; but 

eyond that, without it, they are powerless. 

here is in this case special reasons why his ap- 
Proval should not be evaded. The president is at 
the head of the administrative department of the 
sovernment, and is especially responsible for its 
ag Management. In order to hold him responsi- 
ble, he ought to have due power in the selection of 
its agents, and proper control over their conduct. 
*hese banks would be by far the most powerful and 
Influential of all the ageuts of the government, and 


Ought not to be selected without the concurrence of 


€*xecutive. If this substitute should be adopted, 


and the provision in question be regarded such, as I 


fate of the measure. The executive will be bound 
to protect, by the intervention of its constitutional 
right, the portion of power clearly allotted to that 
department by that instrument, which would make 
it impossible for it to become a law, with the exist- 
ing ivision in the two houses. 
have not yet exhausted my constitutional objec- 

tions. I rise to higher and to broader, applyin 
directly to the very essence of this substitute. i 
deny your right to make a general deposite of the 
public revenue in a bank. ore than half of the 
errors of life may be traced to fallacies originating 
in an improper use of words; and among not the 
least mischievous is the application of this word to 
bank transactions, in a sense wholly different from 
its original meaning. Originally it meant a thin 
ire in trust, or pledged to be safely and sacredly 

ept, till returned to the depositor, without being 
used by the depository, while in his possession. All 
this is changed when applied to a deposite in bank. 
Instead of returning the identical thing, the bank is 
understood to be bound to return only an equal value; 
and instead of not having the use, it is understood to 
have the right to loan it out on interest, or to dispose 
of it as it pleases, with the single condition, that an 
equal amount be returned, when demanded, which 
experience has taught is not alwaysdone. Toplace, 
then, the public money in deposite, in bank, without 
restriction, is to give the free use of it, and to allow 
them to make as much as they can out of it, be- 
tween the time of deposite and disbursement. Have 
we such aright? The money belongs to the people, 
-—collected from them for specific purposes,—in 
which they have a general interest,—and for that 
only: and what possible right can we have to give 
such use of it to certain selected corporations? I 
ask for the provision of the constitution that author- 
izes it. Lask, if we could grant the use, for similar 
purposes, to private associations or individuals? Or 
if not to them, to individual officers of the govern- 
ment; forinstance,to the four principal receivers 
under this biil, should it pass? And if this cannot 
be done, that the distinction be pointed out. 

If these questions be satisfactorily answered, I 
shall preopound others still more difficult. I shall 
then ask, if the substitute should become a law, and 
the twenty-five banks be selected, whether they 
would not in fact be the treasury? And if not, I 
would ask, where would be the treasury? But if 
the treasury, I would ask, if public money in bank 
would not be in the treasury? And if so, how can 
it be drawn from it to be lent for the purpose of trade, 
speculation, or any other use whatever, against an 
express provision of the constitution? Yrs, as ex- 
press as words can make it. I ask the secretary to 
read the Ist article, 9th section, and the clause next 
to the last. 

** No money shall be drawn from the treasury, but 
in consequence of appropriations nade by law; and 
a regular statement and account of the receipts and 
expenditures of all public money shall be published 
from time to time.” 

How clear! How explicit! No money to be 
drawn from the treasury but in consequence of ap- 
propriations made by law;—that is, the object on 
which the expenditure is to be made, to be designat- 
ed by law, and the sum allotted to effect it, specified ; 
and yet we have lived in the daily and habitual vio- 
lation of this great fundamental provision, froin al- 


day. Behold the consequences! 


causes, the morals and politics of the whole country. 
the whole system of extensive revenue, excessive ex- 
especially the last, the disastrous overthrow of the 
neracy of public and private morals, which have fol- 


tice is confessed, come in due season. 
But I take a still higher ground. 


ment froin the banks. Previous to that period, it was 

an abstract question, with no practical bearing; as 

much so as is now the constitutional right of admit- 

ting Louisiana into the Union. Things are now al- 

tered. The connexion is dissolved; and it has be- 

coine a practical question of the first magnitude. 

The mover of the substitute assumed as a postu- 

late, that this government had a right to receive in its 

dues, whatever it might think proper. I deny the 

position in toto. It is one, that ought not to be as- 

sumed, and cannot be proved, and which is opposed 
by powerful objections. The genius of our constitn- 

tion is opposed to the assumption of power. What- 

ever power it gives is expressly granted; and if 
proof were wanted, the numerous grants of powers 
far more obvious and apparently much more safe to 
be assumed than the one in question, would afiord it. 
I shall cite a few striking instances. 

If any powers might be assumed, one would sup- 
pose, that of applying money to pay the debts of the 
government, and borrowing it to carry on its opera- 
tions would be among thein ;—yet both are expressly 
rovided for by the constitution. Again, to congress 
is granted the power to declare war and raise armies 

and navies ; yet the power to grant letters of marque 

and reprisal and to make rules for the regulation of 
the army and navy are not left to assumption, as ob- 
vious as they are, but are given by express grant. 
With these and other instances not less striking, 
which might be added, it is a bold step to assume, 
without proof, the far less obvious power of the 
government receiving whatever it pleases in its dues 
as money. Such an assumption would be in direct 
conflict with the great principle which the state 
rights party, with which the senator (Mr. Rives) 
classes himself, have ever adopted in the construction 
of the constitution. But, if the former cannot be as- 
sumed, it would be in vain to attempt to prove that 
it has been granted, or that it is necessary and pro- 
per to carry any of the granted powers into eflect. 
No such attempt has been made, nor can be, with 
success. On the contrary, there are strong objections 
to the power, which, in my opinion, cannot be sur- 
mounted. 

If once admitted, it would lead by consequence to 
a necessary interference with individual and state 
concerns never contemplated by the constitution. 
Let us, for instance, suppose that, acting on the as- 
sumption of the senator, the government should 
choose to select tobacco as an article to be received 
in payment of its dues, which would be as well en- 
titled to it as any other product, and in which the 
senator’s constituents are so much interested. Does 
he not see the consequences? In order to make its 
taxes uniform, which it is bound to do by the consti- 
tution, and which cannot be done unless the medium 
in which it is paid is so, the governinent would have 
to assume a general control over the great staple in 
question; to regulate the weight of the hogshead or 
package ; to establish inspections under its own offi- 
cers in order to determine the quality, and whatever 
else might be necessary to make the payments into 
the treasury uniform. So likewise, if the still greater 
staple, cotton, be selected. The weight of the bale, 
the quality of the cotton, and its inspection would all 
necessarily fall under the control of the government ; 
and does not the senator see that the exercise of a 
power that must lead to such consequences—conse- 
quences so far beyond the sphere assigned to this 


most the beginning of our political existence to this | government by the constitution, must be unconstitu- 
{t has prostrated | tional? Nor does the objection extend only to these 
and engulphed the very institutions which have en-|and other staple articles. It 
joyed this illicit favor, and tainted, above all other|not greater force, to receiving the notes of state 


It applies with equal, if 


banks, as proposed by the substitute, in the dues of 


Yes, to this must be traced, as one of the main causes, | the government and the management of its fiscal con- 


cerns. It must involve the government in the neces- 


penditure, and excessive surpluses; and to them, | sity of controlling and regulating state banks, as this 


substitute abundantly proves, as well as the whole 


banks and the currency, and the unexampled dege- | history of our connection with them; and it has been 


shown that banks are, at least, as far removed from 


lowed. We have suifered the affliction, may the | the control of this government as the cultivators of 
blessing, which follows chastisement, when its jus-|the soil, or any other class of citizens. To this I 


might add another objection ; not less strong, that for 


I strike at the | the government to receive and treat bank notes as 
root of the mischief. I deny the right of this govern- | money in its dues, would be in direct conflict, in its 
inent to treat bank notes as money in its fiscal trans- | effect, with the important power conferred expressly 
actions. On this great question, [ never have before | on congress of coining noney and regulating the va- 
committed myself, though not generally disposed to |lue thereof: but as this will come in with more pro- 


abstain from forming or expressing opigsens. In all | priety in answer to an argument advanced by the 


instances, in which a national ban 


has come in | senator from Massachusetts, (Mr. Webster,) I shall 
question, L have invariably taken my ground, that if | now state his argument and reply to it. 

the government has the right to receive and treat 
bank notes as money, it had the right, and was bound | extra session, that it is the duty of the government 
under the constitution, to regulate them, so as to| not only to regulate, but to furnish a sound currency. 
make them uniform and stable as acurrency. The 


He asserted again and again, both now and at the 


reasons for this opinion are obvious, and have been | senator in opposition to the bill, which he says aban- 





Consider it, there can be no doubt what must be the 


so often and fully expressed on former occasions, that | dons this great duty. Now, if by currency be meant 
it would be useless to repeat them now: but I never poi and silver coins, there will be but little difference 
examined fully the right of receiving, or made up my é 

mind on it, till since the catastrophe in May last, | ment has a clear and unquestionable right by express 


etween him and myself. To that extent the govern- 





which, as I have said, entirely separ.ted the govern 

















-|grant; but if he goes farther, and intends to assert 


Indeed, it is the principat argument relied on by the. 
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that the government has the right tomake bank notes 
a currency, which it is bound to regulate, then his 
proposition is identical in effect, though differently 
expressed, with that of the senator from Virginia, 
(Mr. Rives,) and all the arguments I have urged 
against it are equally applicaple to his. I hoki, on 
my part, that the power of the government on this 
subject is limited to coining money and regulating its 
value, and punishing the counterfeiting of the cur- 
rent coins ; — thatis, of the coias inade current by law, 
the only money known tothe constitution. Itis time 
to make a distinction between money, or currency, 
if you please—between that which will legally pay 
debts, and mere circulation, which has its value froin 
its promise to be paid in the former, and under which 
classification, bank notes as well as bills or promisory 
notes of individuals fall. These are all in their na- 
ture private and local, and cannot be elevated to the 
level currency, or money, in the fiscal transactions of 
government, without coming into conflict, more or 
less, with the object of the constitution in vesting the 
very power in congress, which I shall now proceed 
to show. 

It will hardly be questioned, that the object was 
to fix a standard in order to furnish to the union a 
currency of uniform and steady value, and was 
therefore united in the same senténce with the rel- 
ative power to fix the standard of weights and 
measures,—the objects being similar. Now, if our 
experience has proved any thing, it has amply 
shown that so long as the government is connected 
with the banks, and their notes received in its trans- 
actions, as noney, so long it is impossible to give 
any thing like stability to the standard of value; 
and that the power of coining, and regulating the 
coins, becomes ina great measure a mere nullity. 
Every dollar issued in bank notes, when it is made 
the substitute for money, drives out of circulation 
nore or less of the precious metals; and when 
the issue becomes exorbitant, gold and silver al- 
most entirely disappears, as our experience at this 
time proves. The elfects are analogous to alloying 
or clipping the coin, as far as stability of standard 
is concerned ; and it would be not less rational to 
suppose, that such a power on the part of individ- 
uals, would be consistent with a uniform and stable 
currency, than to suppose the receiving and treat- 
ing bank notes as a substitute for money by the 


government, would be. The only check or remedy | If you were to enter into a similar contract with | 
is torestrict them to their proper sphere, to ciren- | an individual, I doubt not, that he could sell out in| 
late in common with bills of exchange cr other! open market for at least thirty, forty, or fifty mil- | 
private and local paper, for the convenience of} lions of dollars. 


business and trade. 

rating injuriously on the people, or from being 
liable to the charge of forming one currency for the 
people and another for the government, as has been 
so often and with such effect repeated,—it is the 
very reverse. Government by refusing to receive 
bank notes, as it is bound todo, would in fact fur- 
nish a choice tothe people, to take either money or 
notes at their pleasure. The demand of the gov- 
ernment will always keep a plentiful supply of the 
former in the country, so far as to afford the people 
a choice, while the opposite would expel the money 
and leave no option to them but to take bank notes 
or worse, as at present. 

IT have now shown how it is proposed to form the 
league of banks, and have presented the constitu- 
tional impediments that stand in the way. These 
are numerous and strong; so much so, that they 
ought to be irresistible with all, except the latitu- 
dinous in construction; but I cannot expect they 
will produce their full effect. I know too well the 
force of long entertained impressions, however 
erroneous, to be sanguine—how strongly the mind 
rebels against the expulsion of the old and the ad- 
mission of new opinions. Yet, in this case, where 
we clearly see how gradually and silently error 
crept in under the disguise of words, applied to 
new and totally different ideas, without exciting 
notice or alarm ; and when we have experienced 
such deep disasters in consequence of parting from 
the plain intent and meaning of the constitution, I 
cannot but hope that all who believe that the sue- 
cess of the government depends on a rigid adhe- 


into the system anew, isthe question? This is the 
task. 

The mover tells us, that it must be the work of 
the government. He says that it is bound to aid 
the banks to resume payments; and for that pur- 
pose ought to hold out to them some adequate in- 
ducement. He tells us, that they have been long 
preparing and had made great etforts, but can go 
no farther; have rolled the round, huge rock almost 
to the summit, but unless the governinent put forth 
its giant arm, and give the last push, it will recoil 
and rush down the steep to the bottom, and all past 
labor be lost. Now, what is this adequate inducé- 
ment? What this: powerful stimulus, which it is 
seks og the government should Pg Ake order to 
enable the banks to accomplish this herculean task ? 
The substitute shall answer. 

It proposes to fix the Ist of July next for the 
period of resumption; and as the inducement to 
resume, it proposes to select twenty-five of the most 
respectable and solid, out of the resuming banks to 
be the depositories of the public moneys, and the 
fiscal agents of the government, as has been already 
stated. It also proposes, and this is the stimulus, 


such banks as may resume on or before that day 
exclusively receivable in the public dues. Here is 
a quid pro quo ; something proposed to be done, for 
which something is to be given. We tell the banks 
plainly, if you resume, we, on our part, stipulate to 
make twenty-five of you our fiscal agents and de- 
positories of the revenue; and we further stipulate 
that those who resume by the time fixed, shall have 


receivable in the dues of the government, in com- 
mon with gold and silver. If the banks perform 
their part, we shall be bound in honor and good 
faith to perform onrs. It would be a complete con- 
tract, as obligatory as if signed, sealed, and deliv- 
ered. Such is the inducement. 

The next question is, will it be adequate? Yes, 
abundantly adequate. The battery is strong enough 
to awaken the dead to life; the consideration suffi- 
cient to remunerate the banks for whatever sacri- 
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rence to the constitution, willlay aside all previous 


resume payment. 
value of these high privileges, or prerogatives, as J 
might justly call them. They are worth millions. 


proposes. 
tion,—and difficult it will turn out to be when 


‘tried,—the inducement will prove all sufficient. | 
But the resumption, however desirable, may be | 
purchased too dearly ; andsuch would prove to be | 
Not only is 
the offer too great, but the mode of effecting it is. 


the case, should the project succeed. 


highly objectionable. Its operation would prove 
not less disastrous than the bargain has been shown 
to be unconstitutional, which I shall now proceed 
to establish. 

The offer will have a double effect. It will act 
as a powerful stimulus to resumption, but will act 
at the same time with equal force to excite a strug- 
gle among the banks, not only to resume them- 
selves, but to prevent others from resuming. The 
reason isclear. The advantage to each will in- 
crease, as the number of the resuming banks de- 
creases; and of course, the great poipt of contest 
among the strong will be to restrict the proffered 
prize to the smallest number. The closer the mo- 
nopoly the greater the profits. Inthis struggle, a 


cotnbination of a few powerful and wealthy banks, | 


the most respectable and solid, as designated in the 


substitute, will overthrow and trample cown the, 


residue. Their fail will spread desolation over the 
land. Whatever may be the fate of others in this 
desperate contest, there is one, in relation to which 
no doubt can be entertained: [refer to the United 


States Bank of Pennsylvania, a long name and a 


misnomer; and which, for the sake of brevity, but 
with no personal disrespect to the distinguished in- 


dividual at the head, I shall call Mr. Biddle’s bank. 


impressions, taken up without reflection, and give | That, at least, will be one of the winners—one of 


to the objections their due weight. 


i the twenty-five to whom the prize will be assigned. 


I come now to the next point, to show how this | Its vast resougees, its wealth and influential con- 
league is to be revived or stimulated into life. Till | nexions, both at home and abroad, the skill and 


this can be done, the substitute. should it become a 
law, would be a dead letter. The selection isto be 
made for specie paying banks. None but such can 
receive the public deposites, or have their notes re- 
ceived in the dues of the government. There are 
none such now. The whole banking system lies 
inanimate; and must be vivified before it can be 
re-united with the government. No one is bold 
enough to propose an union with this lifeless mass. 
How then is the vital spark to be revived? how the 
breath of life, the promethean fire, to be breathed 





ability of the officer at its head, and, what is less 
honorable, the great resource it holds, in the notes 
of the late United States Bank, of which more than 
six millions have been put into circulation, in vio- 
lation, to say the least, of a trust, constituting more 
than five-sixths of all its circulation, and which it 
is not bound to pay,—with the still greater amount 
on hand, making in the whole more than twenty- 
six millions, and which may be used the same way, 
ifnot prevented, would place it beyond all doubt 
among the victors. 


He starts without proper 


the essence of the whole,—to make the notes of 


the exclusive privilege for ever of having their notes | 


fice they may be compelled te make, in order to) 
It is difficult to estimate the. 


I do then the mover the justice) 
So far from such a course op- | to say, that his means are ample to effect what he | 
As difficult as is the work of resump-_| 


ree 


i , 
ny 


weights, and will lead the way from the first. WW) 
the others may be is uncertain; this will qo e 
mainly upon his good will and pleasure, bey 
be put down as certain, whoever they may be the 
they will be powerful and influential, and not re 
favorable to his interest or aggrandizement. p.. 
the mischievous effect will not be limited to Ns 
death-like struggle, in which so many must fall and 
be crushed, that might otherwise weather the Storm 
The forced resumption, for such it will be in effect 
would be followed by wide spread desolation. It 
is easy to sink to suspension, but hard to return (o 
resumption. Under the most favorable cireyz. 
stances, and when conducted most leisurely and 
cautiously, the pressure must be severe; but, jf 
coerced or precipitated by bankrupt laws or temp. 
tations such as this, it will be ruinous. To make it 
safe and easy must be the work of time. Gover. 
ment can do but little. The disease originates jy 
excessive indebtedness, and the only remedy is 
payment or reduction of debts. It is estimated 
that when the banks suspended payments, the com. 
munity was indebted to them the enormous sum of 
$475,000,000. Toreduce this within the proper 
| limits, is not the work of afew days, and can be 
but little aided by us. The industry and the yagt 
resources of the country, with time, are the only 
remedies to be relied on for the reduction ; and {o 
these, with the state legislature, and the publie 
opinion, the resumption must be left. To under. 
stand the subject fully, we must look a little more 
into the real cause of the difficulty. 

This enormous debt was incurred in prosperous 
times. The abundant means of the banks, from 
the surplus revenue and a combination of other 
causes, induced them to discount freely. This 
increased the circulation, and with its increase, its 
value depreciated, and prices rese proportionably, 
With this rise, enterprize und speculation seized 
the whole community, and every one expected to 
make a fortune at once; and this in turn gavea 
new impulse to discounts and circulation, till the 
swelling tide bursted its barriers and deluged the 
land. Then began the opposite process of absorb- 

If it had been possible to return 





ing the excess. 
it back to the banks, the sources from which it 
flowed, through its debtors, the speculating, enter- 
| prising, and business portion of the community, 
the mischief would have been ina great measure 
avoided. But circulation bad flowed off into other 
reservoirs; those of the moneyed men and bank- 
ers, who hoard when prices are high, and buy when 
they are low. The portion thus drawn off and 
held in deposite, either in bank or the chests of 
individuals, was as effectually lost, as far as the 
debtors of the banks were concerned, as if it had 
been burnt. The means of payment was thus di- 
minished; prices fell in proportion, and the pressure 
increased, as they fell. Though the amount in 
circulation be greatly reduced, yet the banks are 
afraid to discount, lest on resumption, the hoarded 
mass of deposites held by individuals or other 
banks, should be let loose, and, in addition to what 
might be put into circulation should discounts be 
made, would cause another inundation to be fol- 
‘lowed by another suspension. How is this difli- 
culty to be safely surmounted, but by unlocking 
the hoarded means? And how is that to be done, 
without deciding the currency question? ‘This 1s 
the first and necessary step. That done, all will be 
able to calenlate, and determine what todo. The 
period of inaction and uncertainty would cease, 
and that of business revive. Funds that are now 
locked up, would be brought again into operation, 
and the channels of circulation be replenished 1n 
the only mode that can be done with safety. Thus 
thinking, I am now and have been from the first 10 
favor of an early decision, and adverse to all coer- 





'cion, or holding out temptation to resume ; leaving 


| the disease to the gradual and safe operation ol 
| time, with as little tempering as possible. In the 
| mean time, I hold it to be unwise to cease discoun- 
tailment. Its effects are ruinous to the business of 
ithe country, and calculated to retard, rather than 
to accelerate a resumption. The true system I 
would say, would be to discount with business pa- 
per as freely as usual, and curtail gradually ou 
permanent debts. The former would revive busl- 
/ness, and would increase the debts to the bank Jess 


fo pay them. ' 
Having now shown how this league, or combin@- 
tion of banks is to be formed and revived, with 
the difficulties in the way, it remains to determine, 
what will be the true character and nature of the 
combination when formed. It will consist of state 
banks retaining their original powers, that of dis- 
counting and all, without being in the slightest ce- 
gree impaired. ‘l'o these the substitute prepose® 





to add important additions; to receive their notes 














ting, and to adopt an indiscriminate system of cur- 


| than it would increase the ability of the community 
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vold and silver in the public dues ; to give them | either, under the severe penalties of the bill, which 


in the form of patronage, it exercises almost unlim- 
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As to the relative expense of the two agencies, 
that of he bill, as small as it is, we are to judge ap- 
pearances, is the greatest; but if by facts, the sub- 
stitute would be much the most so, provited we 
charge it with all the advantages, which the banks 
would derive from their connection with the govern- 
ment, as ought in fairness to be done, as the whole 
ultimately comes out of the pockets of the people. 

In a single particular the banks have the advan- 
tage as fiscal agents. They would be the more con- 
venient. ‘Lo this they are entitled, and I wish to 
withhold from them no credit, which they may just- 
ly claim. 

The senator from Virginia (Mr. Rives) appeared 
to have great apprehension, that the collection of the 
public dues in specie might lead to hoarding. He 
may dismiss his fears on thathead. It is not the ge- 
nius of modern and civilized governments to hoard ; 
and if it were, the banks will take care, that there 
shall be no extraordinary accumulation of cash in the 
treasury. Pass the bill, and I under-write, that we 
shall never have again to complain of a surplus. It 
would rarely, if ever in peace and settled times, ex- 
ceed three or four millions at the outside. Nor is his 
apprehension that hoarding of specie would lead to 
war, less groundless. The danger is in another quar- 
ter. War is the harvest of banks, when they are 
connected with government. 
revenue and expenditures, and the enormous public 
loans, which necessarily enure mainly to their advan- 
tage, swell their profits in war to the utmost limits. 
But separate them from government, and war would 
then be to thein, a state of famine, for reasons which 
must be apparent after what has been said, which 
would throw their weight on the side of peace and 
against war ; just as certainly, as I have shown, that 
the separation would throw it on the side of tax pay- 
ers, and against the tax consumers. 

I come now to the comparison of the effects of the 
two measures on the currency of the country. In 
this respect, the senator from Virginia (Mr. Rives) 
seemed to think, that his substitute would have a 
great superiority over the bill; but his reasons were 
to me wholly unsatisfactory. If we are to judge 
from experience, it ought to be pronounced to be the 
worst possible measure. It has been in operation but 
twice (each for but a few years} since the coin- 
mencement of the government; and it has so hap- 
pened, that the only two explosions of the currency 
occurred during those periods. But, without relying 
on these disastrous occurrences, we have seen 
enough to satisfy the most incredulous that there are 
great and radical defects in our bank circulation, 
which no remedy heretofore applied, has been able 
to remove. It originates in the excess of paper, 
compared to specie, and the only effective cure is to 
increase the latter and reduce the former; and this 
the substitute itself impliedly acknowledges by pro- 
posing a remedy that would prove wholly inopera- 
tive. It proposes that, after a certain period men- 
tioned, none of the banks to be selected, should is- 
sue notes under ten dollars. The efiects would 
clearly be, not a diminution of the circulation of 
smnall notes, but a new division of the banking busi- 
ness, in which the issue of large notes would fall to 
the lot of the selected banks and the small to the 
others, without restricting, in the least, the aggre- 
gate amount of paper circulation. 

But what the substitute would fail to do, the bill 
would effectually remedy. None doubt, but the se- 
paration from the banks would greatly increase the 
ha ap of specie to paper; but the senator from 

irginia (Mr. Rives) apprehends, that its operation 
would be too powerful; so much so, in fact, as to 
destroy the banks. His argument is, that specie 
would be always at a premium, and that it would be 
impossible for the banks to do business, so long as 
that was the case. Hisfears are groundiess. What 
he dreads would be but a temporary evil. The very 
fact, that specie would bear a premium would have 
the double effect, to diminish paper circulation, and 
increase the importation of specie, till an equilibrium 
between the two would be restored, when they 
would be at par. At what point this would be ef- 
fected, is a little uncertain ; but the fear is, that with 
our decreasing revenue, instead of the specie being 
increased to excess, it would not be increased sufli- 
ciently to give the desired stability to the currency. 

In this connection, the senator urged an objection 
against the bill, which I regard as wholly ground- 
less. He said, that the payment of the dues of the 
government in specie, woul| create a double de- 
mand; a domestic, as well as a foreign; the effects 
of which would be to increase greatly, its fluctua- 
tions; and so deeply was he impressed with the 
idea, that he drew a vivid picture of its alternate flow 
from the coast to the interior, and from north to 
south, and back again. All this is the work of ima- 
gination. 
Lhe more numerous the demands, the less the fluc- 
tuation ; so much so, that the greatest stability would 
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The eifect would be directly the reverse. | 





be, where it exclusively performed the function of 
circulation, and where each individual must keep a 
portion to meet his daily demands. This is so obvi- 
ous, that I shall not undertake to illustrate it. 

But the superiority of the bill over the substitute 
would not be limited only to a more favorable pro- 
portion between specie and paper. It would have 
another important advantage that cannot be well 
over-estimated ; it would make a practical distine- 
tion between currency and circulation, —between the 
currency of the country, and private and local circu- 
lation, under which head bank paper would be com- 
prehended. The effects would be, to render a gene- 
ral explosion of the circulation almost impossible. 
Whatever derangements might occur, would be local 
and confined to some one particular commercial 
sphere ; and even, within its limits, there would be 
a sound currency to fall back on, not partaking of 
the shock, and which would greatly diminish ihe in- 
tensity and duration of the distress. In the mean 
time, the general business and finances of the coun- 
try would proceed, almost without feeling the de- 
rangement. 

With a few remarks on the comparative effects of 
the two measures on the industry and business of the 
country, I shall conclude their comparison. What 
has been said on their relative effects on the curren- 
cy, goes far to decide the questiun of their relative 
effects on business and industry. 

I hold a sound and stable currency to be among the 
greatest encouragements to industry and business 
generally ; and an unsound and fluctuating one, now 
expanding and now contracting, so that no honest 
man can tell what to do, as among the greatest dis- 
couragements. The dollar and the eagle are the 
measure of value, as the yard and the bushel are of 
quantity ; and what would we think of the incorpo- 
ration of companies to regulate the latter—to expand 
or contract, or shorten or lengthen them at pleasure, 
with the privilege to sell by the contracted or short- 
ened, and buy by the expanded or lengthened? Is 
it not seen that it would place the whole industry 
and business of the country under the control of such 
companies? But it would not more certainly effect 
it, than a similar control possessed by the money in- 
stitutions of the country, over the measure of value. 
But I go further, and assert confidently, that the ex- 
cess of paper currency, as well as its unsteadiness, is 
unfavorable to the industry and business of the coun- 
try. It raises the price of every thing, and conse- 
quently increases the price of production and con- 
sumption ; and is, in the end, hostile to every branch 
of industry. 

I hold that specie and paper have each their pro- 
per sphere ; the latter for large and distant transac- 
tions, and the former for all others; and that the 
nearer our circulation approaches gold and silver, 
consistently with convenience, the better for the in- 
dustry and the business of the country. ‘The more 
specie the better, till that point is reached. When 
attained, it would combine in the greatest possible 
degree, soundness and facility, and would be favora- 
ble to the productive classes universally ; I mean 
men of business, planters, merchants, ard manufac- 
turers, as well as operatives. It would be particu- 
larly favorable to the south. Our great staples are 
cash articles every where ; and it was well remark- 
ed by the senator from Mississippi, (Mr Walker,) 
at the extra session, that we sold at cash prices and 
brouglit at paper prices ; that is, sold low and bought 
high. The manufacturing, commercial and naviga- 
ting interests would also feel its beneficial effects. Ii 
would cheapen productions and be to manufacturers 
in lieu of a protective tariif. Its effects would be to 
enable them to meet foreign competition, not by 
raising prices by high duties, but by enabling them 
to sell as cheap or cheaper than the foreigner, whici: 
would harmonize every interest, and place our man- 
ufactures on the most solid basis. It is the only 
mode by which the foreign market can ever be 
commanded ; aud commanded it would be, with 
a sound and moderately expanded currency. 
Our ingenuity, invention, and industry are equal to 
any people; and ail our manufacturers want, is a 
sound currency and an even chance, to meet coinpe- 
tition with success any where, at home or abroad. 
But with a bloated and fluctuating paper circulation, 
this will be impossible. Among its many draw- 
backs, it levies an enormous tax on the community. 

I have already stated, that the community is esti- 
mated to have been indebted to the banks $475,. 
000,000 at the suspension of specie payments. The 
interest on this sum, estimated at six per cent. (it 
ought to be higher,) would give an annual income 
to those institutions of upwards of thirty millions ; 
and this is the sum yearly paid by the coramunity for 
bank accommodations, to the excess of which we 
owe our bloated and unstable circulation. Never 
was a circulation so worthless, furnished at so dear a 
rate. How much of this vast income may be con- 
sidered as interest on real capital, it is difficult to es- 
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timate ; but it would, I suppose, be tinele to. 
down ten millions to that head, which would tia 
upwards of twenty millions annually, as the cae 
derived from honking privileges over and ~ me 
fair compensation for the capital invested whi, , 
some body must pay, and which must ultimate] ‘an 
on the industry and business of the country ow 
this enormous expansion of the system is noi ‘ast n 
ishing; so great is the stimulus applied to its inlaw, 
Ingenious men of other ages, devoted themselyes ;, 
vain to discover the art of converting the baser y 
tals into gold and silver; but we have conferred o, 
a portion of the community, an art still highey _ . 
converting paper to all intents and purposes, into th 
precious inetals ; and ought we to be surprised that 
an article so cheap to the manufacturers, and so dear 
to the rest of the community, should be so ereall . 
over supplied, and without any reference to the jy. 
terest, or to the wants of the community ? 

If we are to believe the senator from Virginia, anq 
others on the same side, we owe almost ail our im- 
provements and prosperity to the banking system ;— 
and if it should fail, the age of barbarism would avain 
return. I had supposed that the bases of our pros- 
perity were our iree institutions; the wide spread 
and fertile region we occupy, and the hereditary jn. 
telligence and energy of the stock, from which we 
are descended ; but it seems, that all these go for no- 
thing, and that the banks are every thing. I make 
no war on them. All [ insist on is, that the govern. 
ment shall separate from them, which I believe to be 
indispensable, for the reasons I have assigned, both 
now and formerly. But I cannot concur in attriby. 
ting to them our improvements and prosperity. That 
they contributed to give a strong impulse to industry 
and enterprise in the early stages of their operation, 
I doubt not. Nothing is more stimulating than an 
expaading and depreciating currency. It creates a 
delusive appearance of prosperity, which puts every 
thing in motion. Every one feels as if he was grow- 
ing richer, as prices rise, and that he has it in his 
power, by foresight and exertion, to make his for- 
tune. But it is the nature of stimulus, moral as well 
as physical, to excite at first, and to depress after- 
wards. The draught, which at first causes unnatu- 
ral excitement anc energy is sure to terminate in 
corresponding depression and weakness ; nor is it 
less certain that the stimulus of a currency, expand: 
ing beyond its proper limits, follows the same lav, 
We have had the exhileration, and the depression 
has succeeded. We have had the pleasure of get- 
ting drunk, and now experience the pain of becom- 
ing sober. The good is gone and the evil has suc- 
ceeded; and on a fair calculation, the latter will be 
found to be greater than the foriner. Whatever im- 
pulse the banking system was calculated to give to 
our improvement and prosperity, bas already been 
given; and the reverse efiects will hereat{ter follow, 
unless the system should undergo great and radical 
changes ; the first step towards which, would be the 
adoption of the measure proposed by this bill. 

I have, Mr. President, finished what I intended to 
say. I have long anticipated the present crisis, but 
did not expect its arrival in my time. When I saw 
its approach, I resolved to do my duty be the conse- 
quences to me what they might, and I offer iny 
thanks to the Author of my being, that he has given 
me the resolution and opportunity to discharge, 
what I honestly believe to be that duty on this great 
subject. 

How the question will be decided, is acknow- 
ledged to be doubtiul, so nearly are the two houses 
supposed to be divided; but whatever may be its 
fate now , Ihave the most perfect confidence in its 
The public attention is roused The 
subject will be thoroughly investigated, and I have 
no fears but the side I support, wil prove to be the 
side of truth, justice, liberty, civilization, and moral 
and intellectual excellence. 
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TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 
SECOND SESSION—SENATE. 


March 17. The senate met, and, after the read- 
ing of the journal, adjourned, to attend the funeral 
of the hon. Timothy Jarvis Carter, late a represen- 
tative from the state of Maine. 

March 19. The Vice-President presented, from 
the state department, a report, called for by a sen- 
ate resolution, offered by Mr. Benton, in relation to 
the contract with the publishers of the documenta- 
ry history of the revolution. Laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the post office department, the re 
mainder of the correspondence, &c. called for by 4 
resolution of the 9th instant, offered by Mr. Niles, 
in relation to the conduct of the Metropolis Bank, 
of this city, as a public fiscal agent. Laid on the 
table, and arses gm be printed, together with the 
documents on the same subject from the treasu'y 
department, 
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Mr. Linn: from the Missouri iron company, | Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, to meu. He, however, objected to the residence of 


that they may be permitted to enter 500,000 
og of the public lands on a credit of five years, 
with a view to secure the wood upon it for the use 
the company ; also asking a right of way through 
the public lands for a railroad from the iron moun- 
tain to the Mississipp!, the neighborhood of which 
Mr. L. recommended as the best possible site for a 
ational foundry. Referred. 
‘ By Messrs. Swift, Wright, and Morris: Various 
etitions on slavery and the slave trade. Motions 
to receive severally laid on the table. : 

By Messrs. Wright and Morris: remoustrating 
avainst the adinission of Texas. Laid on the table. 
°pu. Mr. Buchanan, from H. Binney and other cit- 
izens of Philadelphia, with statements of the large 
amount of property employed in the book-seHing and 
book-publishing business, which would be at stake 

assage of the proposed international copy- 
on the passag prop PS 
right law. Laid on the table, and ordered to be print- 
ed. Mr. B. intimating that he would call it up hereaf- 
ter, if it should be necessary, to effect the object of 
the petitioners in opposition to the proposed copy- 
right law. sl 

‘By Mr. Wall: from citizens of Essex county, 
New Jersey, friends of a tried and sound currency, 
expressing their views in favor of a United States 
bank for that purpose, and in decided opposition to 
the sub-treasury scheme. Referred, and ordered to 
be printed. i 

By Mr. Ruggles: from citizens of Maine, in op- 
osition to the sub-treasury, and in favor of a na- 
tional bank. Laid'on the table. By Mr. Lyon and 
Mr. Preston: from individuals. Referred. Mr. 
Grundy, from the committee on the judiciary, re- 
ported the substitute of the house, referred to that 
committee, for the senate bill altering the time of 
holding the United States courts in the 9th circuit 
without arnendment, together with communications 
on the subject of the bill from the two judges, 
Wayne and McKinley, of that circuit. 

(This bill was subsequently taken up, the two 
above named communications were read, together 
with extracts from letters from the clerks of the 
courts; anamendment was offered to the substitute 
of the house, by Mr. Sevier, (to change the hold- 
ing of the Arkanses circuit court to October instead 
of March, as proposed, ) and the bill was then infor- 
mally passed over, the morning hour having ex- 

ired.] 

Mr. Morris offered a resolution, immediate action 
on which being objected to by Mr. Clay, of Alabama, 
lies over one day, instructing the commnittee on the 
judiciary to inquire whether the present laws of the 
United States on the subject of the slave trade pro- 
hibited that trade. or the transfer of slaves between 
this country and Texas. 

_Mr. Knight, on leave, introduced a bill for the re- 
~ of ry heirs of Benjamin King. Read twice and 
relerreqd, 

The senate resuined the consideration of the sub- 
treasury bill. 

_Mr. Benton concluded his remarks in favor of the 

bill. On motion of Mr. Southard, the senate ad- 
Journed. 
_ March 20. Mr. McKean presented the proceed- 
ings of a large meeting of the friends of the late 
and present administrations of the general govern- 
ment, and opposed to the sub-treasury bill, recently 
held at Pittsburgh, on which occasion George A. 
Cook presided. Mr. McK. said, on looking over 
the names of the gentlemen who made the call and 
look part in this meeting, he knew many of them 
to be what they profess to be, “friends and sup- 
porters of the late and present administrations; 
he knew also that they were men of respectability 
and democrats of the oldschool. Read, laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

Several petitions froin individuals, &c. were pre- 
Sented and referred. 

A number of bills were reported: 

Mr. Morris, from the committee on the judiciary, 
reported the bill referred to them, establishing the 
territory of loway froma portion of that of Wis- 
fonsin, with an amendment, which was read. 

he resolution offered by Mr. Norvell, for de- 
claring the sense of the senate that no one engaged 
Ina duel ought to be appointed to office under the 

/- 8. government, was taken up, and without de- 
bate, laid on the table, on motion of Mr. Clay, of 
Alabama. 


The resolution offered by Mr. Morris, for in- 


asking 


Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Preston, Roane, 

Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, Southard, 

Spence, Strange, Tallmadge, Tipton, Trotter, 
alker, White, Wright, Young—32. 

NA YS—Messrs. ia. McKean, Morris, Niles, 
Prentiss, Robbins, Smith, of Indiana, Swift, Wil- 
liams—9, 

On motion of Mr. Wall, the committee on the 

judiciary was discharged from the further conside- 

ration of the subject of increasing the compensa- 

yo of the United States district attorney for In- 
iana, 

Also, of allowing mileage to the judges of the 
United States courts for the purpose of equalizing 
their salaries. 

Mr. Wall, from the same committee, reported 
the bill referred to them supplementary to the act 
regulating the processes in the courts of the United 
States providing compensation for jurors, witnesses, 
&c. with a motion for its indefinite postponement. 
Laid on the table. 

Also, a motion to discharge the same committee 
from the farther consideration of the subject of pay- 
ing jurors in the United States district court in 
Mississippi. Laid on the table. 

The bill for the relief Michael Caskett was read 
a third time, and passed. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to change the time of holding the courts of the 
United States in the ninth circuit. 

The amendment before offered by Mr. Sevier to 
the substitute of the other house for the bill, was 
adopted. 

Mr. Sevier moved farther to amend the substitute 
by declaring it a high misdemeanor for any judge 
to fail or refuse to hold the courts as required by 
the law, except in the case of sickness. 

Mr. Prestonand Mr. Clay, of Alabama, objected 
to this amendment as redundant, or as interfering 
with the provision of the constitution that judges 
should hold their office during good behavior, a 
point that must, in any case, be decided under the 
constitution, in pursuance of a process of impeach- 
ment. 
| Mr. Sevier, on account of several successive fail- 
/ures to hold the court in Arkansas, insisted on 
trying the question on his amendment, though he 
was willing to amend it by adding other proper and 
sufficient excuses besides that of sickness. 

The morning hour having expired, the bill was 
informally passed over. 

The senate again took under consideration the 
sub-treasury bill. 

Mr. Southard spoke in opposition to the bill, and 
inreply to Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Benton. Before 
he had concluded, 

The senate adjourned, after an executive ses- 
sion. 

March 21. After the presentation of petitions, 
on motion of Mr. Linn, 5,000 extra copies of the 
report on the subject of acclimating tropical plants 
in Florida, were ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Tipton, the committee onthe 
post office and post roads were instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of establishing a post route 
from Corydon to Harrison county, in Indiana. 

Mr. Tipton also offered aresolution directing the 
expenditure of an appropriation heretofore made 
for the removal of the United States troops from 
Fort Gibson. Read, and ordered to a second read- 
ing. 

‘Mr. King, from the committee on commerce, re- 
ported the house bills referred to them, for the re- 
lief of George Dyer, and of Squier Stearns, with 
a notice that when they should come up he should 
move for their indefinite postponement. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to alter the time of holding the United States courts 
inthe ninth district. 

Mr. Sevier withdrew his amendment, making it 
a high misdemeanor for a judge to refuse or fail to 
hold the courts as required by law, except in case 
of sickness. . 

The question recurring on the substitute of the 
house for the bill as amended by the senate, 

Mr. Preston opposed the substitute on the ground 
that it added to the circuit of Judge Wayne the 
state of Alabama, in which Judge McKinley re- 
sides, thus also relieving one of them from certain 
duties, and imposing them on another, when the 
duties of both respectively were well known to 





. 


structing the committee on the judiciary to inqnire | them when they accepted their appointments. 


In regard to the relations of the United States with 


Mr. Clay, of Alabama, repudiated all personal 


exas in regard to slavery, under existing laws, | considerations relating to the judges, and urged the 
and whether any legislation is necessary or expe- | propriety and expediency of the substitute, (join- 

lenton this subject, was taken up, and, without | ing Alabama to Georgia and South Carolina,) on 
debate, laid on the table, on motion of Mr. Walker, | the grotind of public utility. 


as follows: 


of 





two judges within the same circuit; and, on this 
principle, in connexion with the unreasonable 
amount of duties which would be imposed on 
judge Wayne, he opposed the substitute. 

On motion of Mr. Buchanan, the bill was laid on 
the table. 

A message was received from the president of 
the United States, on the subject of the northeas- 
tern boundary. Laid on the table, and 1,000 extra 
copies ordered to be printed. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the sub- 
treasury bill. 

Mr. Southard concluded his remarks in opposi- 
tion to the bill. 

The question was then put on Mr. Rives’s sub- 
stitute for the bill, and it was lost by the following 
vote : 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay, of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Knight, McKean, 
Merrick, Nicholas, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Rob- 
bins, Ruggles, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Spence, 
Swilt, Tallnadge, Tipton, Webster, White—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Ful- 
ton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, Morris, Mouton, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, 
Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, 
Strange, Trotter, Walker, Wall, Williams, Wright, 
Young—30. 

Mr. Cuthbert expressed great regret for differing 
at all from his political friends; he was not unwil- 
ling to separate the government from the banks, 
but still would not concur in refusing to take the 
paper of the banks, which constituted and must 
constitute the principal medium of commerce and 
currency of the people. He therefore moved to 
strike out the 23d section of the bill, which pro- 
vides that the government should gradually cease 
entirely to receive the notes of other banks. 

Mr. Calhoun said he regarded this as a very im- 
portant provision cf the bill; and before taking the 
question on striking it out, he wished to be heard 
on this point, and also in the expression of his 
views in a general argument in favor of the bill.— 
He therefore moved that the senate adjourn; 
whereupon 

The senate went informally into executive ses- 
sion, after which it adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday, March17. Immediately after the read- 
ing of the journal of Thursday, general George M. 
Keim, a member elected from the state of Pennsyl- 
vania, to supply the vacancy occasioned by the re- 
signation of Mr. Muhlenberg, appeared, was quali- 
fied, and took his seat. 

At half past twelve o’clock the funeral service 
was performed in the hall of the house of repre- 
sentatives, by the Rev. Mr. Reese, chaplain of the 
‘house, and immediately afterthe procession moved 
to the place of interment in the following order: 

The chaplains of both houses. 
Physicians who attended the deceased. 
The committee of arrangements, viz: 
Mr. Evans, of Maine, 
Mr. McKennan, of Pa. Mr. Pope, of Ky. 
Mr. Whittlesey of Ct. Mr. Hamer, of Ohio. 
Mr. Pickens, of 8.C. Mr. Gray, of N. Y. 
Pall bearers, viz: 
Mr. Phillips, of Mass. Mr. Worthington, of Md. 
Mr. Campbell, of Te. Mr. Holsey, of Ga. 
Mr. Taylor, of N.Y. Mr. Casey, of Illinois. 
THE CORPSE. 
The family and friends of the deceased. 
The members of the house of representatives and 
senators from Maine, as mourners. 
The sergeant-at-arms of the house of representa- 
tives. 
The house of representatives, preceded by their 
speaker and clerk. 
The other officers of the house. 
The sergeant-at-arms of the senate. 
The senate of the United States, preceded by the 
vice president, and their secretary. 
The other officers of the senate. 
The president of the United States. 
The heads of departments. 
Judges of the supreme court, and its officers. 
Foreign ministers. 
Citizens and strangers. 

Monday, March 19. The Speaker laid before the 
house the following executive communications: 

A letter from the secretary of war accompanied 
by the report and map of the survey of the harbor 
and mouth of Connecticut river, called for by the 
the house on the 19th Feb. last. 

A letter from the seeretary of war, accompanied 











Mr. While expressed his concurrence in the sen- | by the reports of the surveys of the harbors of New 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Brown, Buchanan, Clay, | timent of Mr. Clay, that legislation should be con- | Buffalo and Twenty Mile creek, called for by the 
Alabama, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Cuthbert, | ducted with a view to the public interests, and not | house on the 5th of March inst. 
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A letter from the secretary of war, accompanied | officers in the navy of a like rank are by law now 
by the papers in tie case of William Lomar. entitled to receive. 
A letter from the secretary of war, transmitting} On motion of Mr. Dederry, 
a statement showing the relative cost attending the | Resolved, That the committee on revolutionary 
enlistment, equipment, &c. of mounted men or ca-| pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
vairy and infantry, called for by the house on the | diency of extending the benefits of the pension 
19th of February. law of June, 1332, to such persons as performed 
A letter from the secretary of war, transmitting | the requisite service in the capacity of mechanics 
information respecting the practicability and ex- | or wagoners when put to such service by the officers 
pense of removing obstructions in the Atchafalaya | in command. 
river, called for on the 5th inst. Mr. Harlan offered the following, which was 
A letter from the secretary of the treasury, trans- | considered and disagreed to by the house: 


mitting a statement, exhibiting, as far as practica-} Resolved, That the committee on military affairs 





ble, the amount disbursed in each year, andin each | be instrusted to inquire into the expediency of | 


state and terrritory, for 1834, 1835, 1836, 1837, for | providing by law for an increase of the number of 
fortifications, light-houses, and their support, revo- | cadetsin the military academy at West Point. 
Jutionary and other pensions, and internal improve-| Mr. Lincola offered the following, which lies one 
ments, &c. prepared in obedience to the order of} day: 





7 


of the benefit of the Ist section of the act of 





the house of the 5th instant. Resolved, That the 16th rule of the house be 
A letter from the secretary of the navy, in obe- amended by adding thereto the following to wit: 


dience to the order of the house of the 19th of FPe- | 4nd proviled also, That resolutions and memorials 
bruary, relative to the exploring expedition. from the legislatures of the several states and terri- 


The Chmr proceeded, under the rule, to call the | torial governments of the union shall not be con- 
different states for the presentation of resolutions, | strued to be within the application of the rule, but 
when more than eighty-seven were offered, arnong | it shall be in order to present such resolutions or 
which were the following. | memorials on any day within the first hour of the 

Mr. Underwood offered the following, which lies | session of the honse, 
over one day. On motion of Mr. Grennell, 

Resolved, That the president of the United States Resolved, That the committee on revolutionary 


be requested to inform this house, if notdeemed in- | pensions be instructed to ingnire into the expedien- | 


compatible with the public interests, whether he has; cy of extending the benefits which are provided in 
given authority to major gen. T. S. Jesup, or any | certain cases for widows of officers and soldiers of 
other person, to treat with the Seminole Indians, the revolution by the third section of the pension 
and to allow them to retain a part of the territory of | act of July 4, 1836, to the widows of such officers 
Florida as a perinanent resitence, or whether he | and soldiersas have died since the passage of said act. 
has instructed said Jesup to make no such treaty or| Mr. Loomis offered the following, which lies oves 
stipulation with said Indians, in case they should! one day: 

make such proposition, and oifer peace upon condi-| Resolved, That the postmaster general furnish to 

| 





tion of being allowed to remain in Florida. this house an estimate, showing as near as he can 
Resolved further, That the president be requested | ascertain— 
to inforin this house, if not deemed incompatible| 1. What proportion of the mails of the United 
with the public interests, whether said Indians have | States consists of free parcels estimated by weight: 
offered to be at peace upon condition that they be | 2. What proportion consists of free parcels esti- 
allowed to remain in Florida, mated by amount of postage on parcels that pay 
On motion of Mr. Montgomery. as modified, postage, and accounting all printed documents at 
Resolved, ‘That the secretary of war be directed | pamphlet postage; 
to furnish this house with a copy of his answer to| 3. What would the proportion of the amount of 
the letter of general Jesup, dated fort Jupiter, Feb. | postage to be paid by governinent, in case all free 
11, 1838. parcels were charged to government at the same 
On motion of Mr. Cushing, it was rate as private parcels are charged; 
Resolved, That the president of the United States| 4. To how low a rate the tariff of postage wouid 
be requested, if in his judgment not incompatible | be reduced, and sustain the department, in case 


with the public interest, to communicate to the all parcels conveyed by mail were chargeable with 


house whatever information may be in his posses- | postage; 

sion relative to the intermeddling of any foreizn) 5. To how low a rate the tariff of postage can 

goverment, or the subjects or officers thereof, with, be reduced, how or prospectively, within two years 

the Indian tribes in Michigan, Wisconsin. the ter- | retaining the present franking privilege, and sustain 

ritory beyond the Rocky, mountains, or elsewhere! the department, with a rate of tariff deemed judi- 

within the limits of the United States, by the supply | cious and proper by him, in case such reduction 

of munitions of war, the stated distribution of gra- | should be ordered. 

tuities, or pension, or otherwise; and likewise all | On motion of Mr. Pratt, 

correspondence or communications had with any | me 

foreign government, respecting the title or oecapa- and post roads be instructed to Inquire into the ex- 

tion of the aforesaid territory of the United States; pediency of lessening the rates of postage on letters, 

bevond the Rocky mountains. so as to make it only equal to the cost of transport- 

On motion of Mr. Reed, it was ine the mails, as near as may be. 
Resolved, That the committee on the post office On motion of Russell, "7 : 

and post roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- Resolved, Da Ma = ets of state be directed 

pediency of authorizing and instructing the post- of pela t vhs ag sched lg mens of Sat gama 

master general to bargain and contract with any ceitred witht — United patty tn, eg ie 1 oh 

company, or companies, to take a iail for the | rive: within the Unitec States annua 3 during 

United States to and across the isthmus of Panama | the last ten years, the places at which they have 

to the Pacific ocean and back again, provided such arrived, the countries from which they came, the 
expense of their transportation hither, by whoim 


contract can be made upon reasonable terms in the ; pt oe Ye 
judgment of the postmaster general. defrayed, and thei circumstances and condition 
On motion of Mr. Davee, generally, as far as may be in his power with such 
Resolved, That the speaker communicate to the other Anformation relating to the introduction into 
governor of the state of Maine thata vacancy has the 5! nited States of foreign paupers by the an- 
thority of foreign governments as he may possess. 


occurred in its representation in the honse of re- 
“oe gigi by the decease of Timothy J. Carter, 
ate a member thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Noyes, 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
directed to furnish to this house a statement of the | 
number of arrivals and clearances, with their ton- 
nage and value of cargoes, of British and American | ledge is communicated is that of the press, in the 


vessels respectively, to and fro ‘ts | > Bri- |: ah a ailies 
diab A psig 3° Se id from ports in the Bri- | Gireutation of public newspapers. That facilities 
tish provinces of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, 


one day: 

Resolved, That the dissemination of knowledge 
tu all classes of citizens is of the first importance, 
forin the intelligence of the people depend the per- 
minence and stability of our republican institutions, 
and ope important medium through which know- 


in the year commencing January ‘ ‘nding | .¢ 7 . 
| R bw ae ag January I, and ending) of onr fellow citizens tu acquire, as far as practica- 
December 31, 1828, and also in the year commenc- | 


ing. January. t,and-éndine Dec. 31. 1887. in the | ble, all information in relation to our public affairs, 
following districts, to wit: Passamaquaddy Port- | the committee on the post office and post roads be 
land and Falmouth, Boston and Charleston, and meg ptaplaphahandee 6 orn nde eapes tency ores 
New. York. ete ing the law that requires the payment of postage 
On motion of Mr. Mallory on public newspapers, so far as relates to those that 
a are carried in the mail within the city or county 


Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be 


ing to the officers of revenue cutters during the) charge. 
time they shall be co-operating with the navy of | 
’ . 2 “ ‘ a x ” <a 

the United States the same pay and rations to which! one day: 





‘directed to furnish this house with a statement of 
| the amount of revenne received in each state oy 
territory during the year 1836; and also the amount, 
/as nearly as the same can be ascertained, expen 


—— ee 


Resolved, That the committee on the ay 
directed to bring in a bill to abolish the punis| a ha 
of death for all offences against the United Sint 
except treason and murder, and to abolish Sofia ": 
ishment of whipping for all offences apainst 1” 
United States. ee 
On motion of Mr. Garland, of Virginia 
r S > 
Resolved, That the secretary of the tre 
directed to communicate to this house the 


the late deposite banks as have availed th 


en 


Met 


aSUTy ba 
Nalues of 
€mMselyys 


the 
12th day of October last, by giving the requisite 
security, and such as have discharged the bala; sin 

ae ai > 


due from them at that time, and such as have fajjos 
to comply with the act, and the amount of balan. 
due frow them. , 

On motion of Mr. McKay, 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs }, 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of {ixjn. 
by law the number of officers, petty officers ani 
seamen to be employed in the naval service, o 
fixing the number of officers, petty officers 
seainen to be employed on board of frigates, 
and other vessels of war respectively. 

Resolved, further, That said committee inquire 
whether any and what provisions by law are neces. 
sary to secure the accountability of officers, o; 
agents entrusted with the custody or safe-keepip 
of property belonging to the United States, for tye 
use of the navy. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury bo 


wv 


and 
r of 
and 
sloops, 


r 
5S 


ed during that year in each state and territory; a: 


also with a statement of the whole bank capital oi 


the United States, designating the capital of caci 
bank, and the place where located. 
On motion of Mr. Peck, 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Resolved, That the committee on the post office | t 
} 
| 


Mr. Henry offered the following, which lies over | 


| may be more amply afforded to the poorer portion | 


Resolved, That the secretary of war be direc! 


| to communicate to this house whether the annuity 


granted to the New York Seneca Indians for 1837 
has been paid, and if not, whetier the funds has 

been remitted to the paying agent; and if so, when 
and the causes why said anunity has net been paid; 
and that he communicate all the correspondence to 
and with the department or commissioner of Indian 
affairs upon this subject. And further, whether 
goods have been ofiered to said Indians in part 
| payment of such annuity, and, if so, by what au- 
thority. 

| On motion of Mr. Chapman, 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be 

instructed to inquire into the expediency of proii- 
ding by law for issuing patents to those prrsons 
who hold the equitable title to Indian reservations, 
after the sale by the original purchaser. 
On motion of Mr. Crary, 
Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed 
to communicate fothis house a copy oi the repor' 
lof the superintendent of the public works at St. 
Josephs, in Michigan, and Michigan city, in [a- 
diana, for the year 1837, and of the papers acco- 
panying the same. 

Mr. Lyon offered the following which lies over 
one day: ‘ 

Resolved, That the 13th rule of the house be so 
amended as to embrace the commissioner of Indian 
affairs as one of the persons entitled to adimission 
within the hall of the house of represeatatives. 

On motion of Mr. Ewing, 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands & 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of prov!- 
| ding concessions or donation grants within our ter- 
|ritorial boundary west of the Rocky mountains, ‘0 
all citizens, heads of families, who shall have s«' 
led upon and improved the same previous to te 
Ist day of January of the year i841. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
a grant of Jand to the state of Illinois, to aid in the 
completion of the various works of internal 10- 
provement in which said state is engaged. 

Mr. Snyder offered the following, which lies ovet 
‘one day: 
| Resolved, That the committee on public lands be 
‘instructed to inquire into the expediency of report: 
‘ing a bill granting to each soldier who servc“ 
\in any of the campaigns against the Indians, }" 
the northwestern territory, between the years 175); 
and 1796, a tract of land not less than 320 acres 


— a 





‘each, to be located on any surveyed lands of the 
y | general goverment not otherwise disposed of. 

: where such papers are printed and published, and | 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of allow-| that in future the same shall be carried without | one day: 


Mr. Snyder offered the following, which lies ove! 


Resolved, That the committee on commerce be 


Mr. Toland offered the following, which lies over | instructed to reporta bill repealing the law which pro 


. . ° , ¢ ate, 
vides for the payment ofdebentures to fishing ves*® 
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—— ini Ma a tn aay tents ena poe rue et 
"Mr. Martin offered the following, which lies over! showing the object prayed for in each of said peti- 
tions, memorials, remonstrances and resolution. 
“= en oo That the committee on public lands be On motion of Mr. Everett, it was 
pence to inquire as to the best mode of dispos- | Resolved, ‘That the secretary of war be directed 
_ f the public lands within the several states of to lay before this house a copy of his answer to a 
ee nion, at as early a day as the same may be letter of general Jesup, of the 20th December, 
this vise a proper regard for the interests of the | 1837. 
— ment and the rights of the states, and that} Mr. Patton moved the suspension of the rules for 
‘ware instructed to report a bill fur that purpose. | the purpose of taking up the resolutions, offered b 
iat Shields offered the following, which lies over | himself, ona former day, on the subject of the exe- 
e day: cutive power, and the manner of its exercise, and 
on Whereas; many of the troops employed tn the ser-| proposing the appointment of a select committee 
sea of the United States, in the present Florida) to inquire whether any “honest, capable, and faith- 
Senbinole war, lost their horses and baggage in said | ful” officers have been dismssed from offices not 
seitiet without any fault of theirs, because the | on grounds of error, negligence, incapacity, mis- 
United States had failed to provide forage for said conduct, or unfitness; and, also, to consider and 
horses, and consequently said troops were dis-| report whether any and what restrictions can be 
mounted, many hundred miles from home, and re-| imposed by law upon the executive patronage, so 
quired to perform, and did perform, after they were | as more effectually to guard against abuse and cor- 
dismounted, on foot, the same services which were ruption in the exercise of the power of removal 
reqaired of mounted men; and, notwithstanding | from and appointment to office. 
their monthly pay while mounted was twenty dol-| And upon this motion Mr. Patton demanded the 
lars, it was reduced after they had sustained such “yeas and nays, which were ordered. 
loss to eight dollars per month: and, whereas, the) Mr. Cambreleng asked if it was the object of the 
horses of many of said troops died from excessive | mover to make the consideration of this resolution 
fatigue in executing extraordinary orders of the) the special order. | a Must. 
commanding officers, without any fault of their| Mr, Patton replied that it was his object to move 
riders, and the said horses were killed by accident | for the assignment of a particular day for the con- 
or casualty while under the immediate orders and | sideration of the resolution. 
direction of said officers, to which they would not}; Mr. Boon wished to vote understandingly. He 
otherwise have been liable; therefore, | would ask how far back this inquiry was to go? 
Resolved, That the committee on claims be in-| Mr. Patton said he was willing that it should go 
structed to*inquire into the expediency of allowing) back to the beginning of the government. 
to said dismounted men, who performed services The resolutions were again read at the request 
as above stated, additional pay, so as to make their of several members, and, the question being taken, 
monthly wages equal to that of mounted men in| resulted as follows: Yeas, 71, nays 66. So that, 

















above mentioned, shall be paid for by the United, at this time to give preference to the cons.deration 


States of Mr. Patton’s resolutions. 
Mr. Davies offered the following, which was | Petitions. 
disagreed to by the house. | The states were then called upon, in order, for | 


Resolved, That hereafter the stated hour of meet- | the presentation of petitions, when they were pre- 
ing of this house shall be half past eleven o’clock. | sented by the following gentlemen, viz: 
Mr. Cushman offered a similar resolution, fixing| From Maine, by Messrs. Fairfield and Davee. 
the time of meeting at 11 o’clock, which was also | From Massachusetts, by Messrs. Cushing, Briggs, 
rejected. |Fletcher, Calhoun, Lincoln, Reed, Adams, and 
On motion of Mr. Rice Garland, | Philleps. 
Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be | From Connecticut, by Mr. Ingham. 
directed to communicate to this house what pro- | Froin Vermont, by Mr. Everett. : 
gress has been made in issuing patents for land in| From New York, by Messrs. Jackson, Noble, 
the state of Louisiana since the last report made to; Childs, Curtis, Marvin, Filmore, Sibley, Loomis, 
tiis house on that subject, stating particularly how} Peck, DeGraff, Russell, Bronson, and Hoffinan. 
many patents have been issued for private land| From New Jersey, by Mr. Maxwell. — 
claims; how many for lands purchased under the| From Pennsylvania, by Messrs. Davis, Henry, 
credit system; how many for lands purchased un- | McClure, Naylor, Paynter, Plumer, Hubiey, Mor- 
der the cash system at public sales, and by pri- | ris, Toland, and Biddle. 
ute entry of lands that have been offered for sale;! From Maryland, by Mr. Howard. 
iow many for lands sold under the different laws} From Virginia, by Messrs. Pennybacker, Wise, 
withorizing the entry at private sale of the back | Johnson, and Hopkins. 
lands in that state: how many for purchasers under| From North Carolina, by Mr. Montgomery. 
each of the pre-emption laws of 1814, of May 29,; From Sonth Carolina, by Messrs. Richardson, 
1350, and June 19, 1834; and how many under avy) Rhett, and Legare. 
other description of title. Also, how many remain} From Tennessee, by Messrs. Stone, Carter, J. 
Vetto bo issued of each of said description of ti-; L. Williams, the Speaker, and McClellan. 
tles, and the causes that delay the issuing of said| From Ohio, by Messrs. Hamer and Kilgore. 
patents; also, when it is probable the patents now| From Jndiana, by Messrs. Ewing, White, and 
Suspended will be issued; also, what progress has; Herod. 
beea made in the examination of the certificates of} From Illinois, by Mr. Snyder. 
urchase under the pre-emption law of June 19, From Missouri, by Mr. Harrison. 
1834; when the examination will probably termi-} Fro:n Alabama, by Messrs. Chapman and Lyon. 
nite; and under what law or laws thesaidsecretary| From Michigan, by Mr. Crary. 
of the treasury, or the commissioner of the general From Florida, by Mr. Downing. 
land office, they, or either of them, have suspended Memorials in relation to the late duel, and the 
the issuing of patents under said act. 
On motion of Mr. Sawyer, 
_ Resolved, That the committee on commerce be ley, Loomis, De Graff, Maxwell, Henry, McClure, 
lnstructed to inquire into the expediency of estab-! Biddle, Polk, Kilgore, and Phillips, and referred to 
iSiinx a light boat of Bluff Point, on Albemarle | the select committee on that subject. 
sound, : Remonstrances against the annexation of Texas 
On motion of Mr. Phillips, it was were presented by Messrs. Fletcher, Lincoln, «nd 
Resolved, That the committee on commerce be| Naylor, and laid on the table. 
Nsiracted to inquire into the expediency of re-| 


y . - 2 _ e pats “ . .. - 1 .. A) ‘ ! 
; Melling the consular establishment of the United} by Messrs. Cushing, Briggs, Fletcher, Lincoln, 
Ales, 


\ 


and Herod. 

The house then adjourned. 

Resolved, That the clerk of this house be direct- Tuesday, March 29. On motion of Mr. &. Whit- 
“I to cause to be made out, and reported to this | tlesey, the Speaker was requested to appoint a 
Ouse, alist of all the petitions, ‘memorials and | member of the committee of claims, vice Mr. Car- 
Papers presented to the house, at the late session, | ter, deceased. 
and at the present session of congress, and !aid on | 
“'? fable without being read, printed, debated, or| house took up the unfinished business of the morn- 
os Tred; specifying the name of the first petitioner, | ing, which was the resolution of Mr. Win. C. Johin- 
ny number of signatures to each paper so laid | son, in relation to the appropriation of public lands 
‘the table; specifying also the state from which | for public schools already debated by that gentle- 
, 4 petition, memorial remonstraiice, or resolu-| man for several days during that hour. He had not 
,°2 Came: and distinguishing all such as have! finished when the time appropriated to morning 
-°0 laid on the table under the general resolution | business elapsed. 

Othe On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the house went 


its ddams offered the following, which lies 
Wer: 


2ist December, 1837, from those which have | 
“et laid on the table by separate motions, and/ into committee of the whole on the state of the 
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union, (Mr. Casey in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of the civil and diplomatic appropri- 
ation bill. 

Mr. Cambreleng proposed to amend the bill by in- 
creasing the same to be appropriated for the pro- 
tection of seamen, from thirfy thousand dollars, as 
proposed in the bill, to forty thousand dollars. 

Mr. Adams complained that it had not been 
shown to be clearly necessary to appropriate so 
large an additional sum to that already appropriated 
for this object at the extra session. He wanted an 
inquiry into this subject. 

It was also objected by Mr. 4. H. Shepperd, that 
the accounts of the officers, employed to disburse 
this money, as foreign consuls, &c. were not before 
the honse; and that an investigation of these ac- 
counts should be had. 

Mr. Howard attributed the necessity of making 
an additional appropriation for this object to the 
difference of exchange, which has made the expen- 
diture greater, and which will have the same effect 
for some time to come. 

Mr. 4. H. Shepperd contended that the great sin 
in this matter is that sums are represented as being 
expended, which are yet in the hands of disbursing 
officers. He was for an inquiry into this subject. 

Mr. Adams, made some explanations es to the 
mode in which drafts were made for the purpose 
under consideration, by foreign consuls, and urged 
stiil further the necessity of the inguiry he bad pro- 
posed. Mr. A. thought there was a good deal in 
the remark of the gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. 
Howard,) that the difference in exchange was the 
cause of an increased expenditure in this depart- 
ment. He said that this had been adverted to as a 








‘subject of duelling generally, were presented by | 
| Messrs. Fairfield. Davee, Adams, McClellan, Sib- | 


Memorials relating to slavery. were presented | 


Adams, Everett, Davis, Henry, Naylor, Kilgore, | 


After a number of committees had reported, the | 


’ | good argument in favor of the sub-treasury scheme. 
said service; and, also, of providing that the pro-| (more than a hundred members being absent,) two. | 


perty lost in said service, in any of the troops| thirds not voting for the motion, the house refused | 


This he had hardly expected: but he hoped that 
the chairman of the committee of ways and means, 
or some other skilful financier in this house, would 
bring forward some measure, which would have the 
effect to relieve the country from such an onerous 
tax as that to which allusion was made by the chair- 
man of the committee on foreign affairs. 

Mr Phillips made statements to show that there 
had latterly been a great increase in the number of 
cases, calling for the expenditure of this appropria- 
tion, and to fdemonstrate the necessity of the pro- 
posed amendment. 

Some explanations ensued, between Messrs. 
Cambreleng, A. H. Shepperd, and Adams, as to the 
| mode of remitting, drawing, and disbursing the fund 
| for the relief of distressed seamen. 

Mr. McKuy contended that the whole matter re- 
quired to be regulated and revised, and showed the 
-neccssity of this by comparing the present usage 
with the requisitions of the law of 1803. He was 
| opposed to the amendment. 
| Mr. McKim thought the amendment proposed one 
ofthe most important items in the bill before the 
committee. The object was most useful, and the 
necessity of the case required that the proposed in- 
crease should now be made. 
| The question was then taken on the proposed 
amendment, ayes 44, noes 19; no quorum voting. 
| The Speaker resumed the chair, and the chair- 
(man announced the fact that no quorum was pre- 

sent, 

| Mr. Reed rese to move that. the house adjourn, 
_and called for the yeas and nays, with the view of 
| ascertaining who were present. He should vote 
/against adjournment. 

| The yeas and nays were ordered, and the house 
refused to adjourn by the following vote: yeas 9, 
nays 121. 

A quorum appearing, Mr. Casey resumed the 
' chair, and the amendment under consideration was 
adopted without a division. 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, (who stated that 
there was no other head under which the appropri- 
ations could be presented,) the bill was so atnend- 
ed as to provide for the second payment of Luigi 
| Persico, under a joint resolution of both houses, 
$4000; and for the second payment to artists em- 
ploved upon the pictures for the rotundo, $8000. 

Mr. Bell offered the following amendment to the 
bill: 

“Sec. . And be it further enacted, That, from 
‘and after the first day of October next, the salaries 

of all the officers for the payment of which provi- 
| sion is made in this act, and all compensations and 
allowances to agents or other persons authorized by 
law, the payment of which is provided for in this 
_act except the president and judges of the courts of 
ithe United States, and except also, such officers, 
|agents, diplomatic or commercial, whose duties re- 
quire them to reside without the limits of the Uni- 
ted States and the territories thereof, shall be re- 
‘duced one-fourth, or twenty-five per cent. of the 
| amount now authorized by law: provided, that any 
‘time before the said first day of October, the bill 
| reported from the committee on ways and means to 





















































































ee ee ee 


CIA WES 


cet” oe x 
Oo pa Sin pee 





LR RCC AOL Nhe Regent 


- 0 - 7 . ae 
nt enn tigre ee igi aera ARE me mee pak 
i ape “ or ; 
SS. Le ee - per. —— 
a : a “ 
, — 





FO 


it at PS AN ip OES BEAD Neate cep aT: aa 7% 
y 2 4 . = oo =, 


ae 


e-em 





ee 


“ * — 
Pac ene 
° ow 


Sa me: AF 


Bee 





— 


ee aa 


a 
petbibee Ppt > 


2m» 













ee a aeed teenalaaes 


eee 
#. 
> re 


2 Ties: Tae 


4 


Se 


yee Te 














64 NILES’ NATONAL REGISTER—-MARCH 24, 1838--CONGRESS. 








the house of representatives, entitled «a bill to pro- 
vide for the collection, safe-keeping, transfer, and 
disbursement of the public revenue,’ or any other 
bill of a similar tendency, or in which provision 
shall be made for the collection and disbursement 
of the public revenue in gold and silver, treasury 
notes, or other evidences of debt issued under the 
authority of the United States, to the exclusion of 
mia Wy bank notes shall become the law of the 
land.” 

Mr. Cambreleng objected that this amendment 
was not in order, as to the bill under consideration, 
under the rules of the house. 

The Chair decided it not to be in order. 

Mr. Bell took an appeal from this decision. The 
rule in question provides that **no motion or pro- 
position on a subject, ditferent from that under con- 
sideration, should be admitted under color of amend- 
ment.” This objection did not apply to this 
amendment, he contended; it had reference to the 
specific subject-matter of the bill. He also an- 
swered other supposed objections to the presenta- 
tion of his proposition as an amendment to the bill 
under consideration ; and insisted that the construc- 
tion of the rule, set up by the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Cambreleng,) as an objection to this 
amendment, was a new construction of a rule act- 
ed upon for many years without such objections. 

Mr. Williams, of North Carolina, defended the 
appropriateness of the proposed amendment to this 
bill. He gave mstances to show that the practice 
of the house was in favor of such a construction of 
the rule. He hoped the committee would overrule 
the decision of the chair upon this question of order, 
whether the amendment itself were or were not 
adopted. 

Mr. Cambreleng opposed the appeal, and contend- 
ed that the letter of the rule should be adhered to, 
whatever might have been the practice of the house 
under that rule hitherto. 

Mr. Bell turther contended that his amendment 
was not on a diiferent subject from that under con- 
sileration, and urged its adoption upon that ground, 
as well as upon the uniforin practice of the house. 

Mr. Halstead sustained the appeal. What was 
the subject of the bill?) The payment of the sala- 
ries of public officers. And what was the subject 
of the proposed amendment? 
amounts of those salaries. Nor did that portion of 
the amendment which makes it contingent at all 
after that view of the question. He was in favor 
of the amendment, and of its coming in under the 
bill before the committee, as a course sanctioned by 
the custom and usage of the house. 

Mr. Reed defended the proposition to append the 
ae amendment to the general appropriation 

ill upon the same grounds as those stated by the 
gentleman last up. 

Mr. Cushman supported the chair. 

The question upon sustaining the decision of the 
chair was taken by tellers, and resulted as follows : 
ayes 66, noes 57. So the chair was sustained. 

Mr. Reed rose and made a correction of an error 
in the report of some remarks of his upon a former 
day, in relation to certain expenditures of the post 
office department. 

Jet d’eau, in the yard of the capitol, &c. 

Mr. Hulstead moved to strike from the bill the 
itein of $4,000 for the jet d’eau on the southern fuvot 
path in the capitol grounds, and was about to make 
another ainendment he wished to make, when 

The Chair reminded him that the committee had 
decided to act upon one amendment at a time. 

Mr. Halstead 3aid he was about to give his rea- 
sons for opposing this and other items in the bill, 
and the whole bill. He was proceeding to do this, 
when he gave way to a motion that the committee 
rise, which motion prevailed; and then, on motion, 

The house adjourned at 4 o’clock. 

Wednesday, March 21. The following, among 
other reports, were presented to-day. 

By Mr. Cambreleng, from the committee of ways 
and means, a bill making appropriations for pre- 
venting and suppressing Indian hostilities for 1838, 
and for arrearages for 1837. 

By Mr. Fry, from the committee on revolutionary 
pensions, against the resolution of February 19, to 
amend the pension law of July 4, 1836; also, 
against the petitions of Hannah Brown and Catha- 
rine Coffin; and a bill granting a pension to Stephen 
Olney. 

By Mr. Harlan, from the same committee, re- 
ported unfavorably upon the subject of reviving the 
acts granting bounty lands and extra pay to certain 
Canadian volunteers. 

By Mr. Kemble, from the committee on military 
affairs, against the petition of Ann C. Stephenson. 

By Mr. Ingham, from the committee on naval 
affairs, a bill to authorize the employment of two 
additional clerks in the office of the secretary of 
the navy, two additional clerks in the office of the 


The reduction of the | 


_for the purpose of ordering an inquiry into the ex- 





navy commissioners, and to increase the compen- 
sation of the warrant clerk of the uavy department. 

On motion of Mr. Thomas, 

Resolved, That the clerk be directed to purchase 
a full and perfect copy of the laws of the United 
States for the use of each of the standing commit- 
tees of the house of representatives, and to pay for 
the same out of the contingent fund. 

The house took up and concurred in the follow- 
ing resolutiun, moved by Mr. Slade on the 11th of 
January last : 

** Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
directed to lay before this house a statement, show- 
ing the number of acres of the public lands which 
have been purchased under laws granting the right 
of pre-emption, distinguishing the several laws 
under which, and the several states and _ territories 
in which such purchases have been made. And that 
he also be directed to communicate any infor- 
mation which may be in possession of his depart- 
ment touching any associations which may have 
been formed by intruders on public lands, for the 
purpose of adjusting their relative rights of occu- 
pancy, and putting down competition at the public 
sales of such lands.”’ 

Mr. Johnson of Maryland, being indisposed to- 
day, the consideration of his resolution, in relation 
to public lands and public schools, on motion of 
Mr. Everett, of Vermont, was postponed until to- 
morrow morning. 

The resolution of Mr. Everett, which was laid 
on the table on the 28th December, calling upon 
the department of state, for information relative to 
the correspondence of this government with that 
of Mexico, was then taken up and passed. 

Mr. Cushman moved that the house go into com- 
mittee of the whole, during the remainder of the 
hour, upon the bill from the senate, for testing ex- 
periments for the purpose of preventing the explo- 
sion of steamboat boilers. 

Mr. Adams objected, on the ground that several 
resolutions remained on the speaker’s table, requir- 
ing immediate action; and that the morning hour 
should be devoted to their consideration. 

: Mr. Cushman’s motion to suspend the rules was 
ost. 

Mr. Clark asked leave to introduce at this time 
a resolution, fixing a day for the special considera- 
lion of the sub-treasury bill, reported by the com- 
mittee of this house ; to which objection was made. 
Mr. C. made an unsuccessful motion to suspend 
the rules for this purpose. 

The resolution of Mr. Miller, offered on the 29th 
December, and laid on the table for consideration, 


pediency of making certain improvements in the 
harbor of St. Louis, was taken up, and adopted. 

Two resolutions offered by Mr. Jones on the 
same cay and laid over, authorizing certain surveys 
of rivers in the territory of Wisconsin, were taken 
up, and, on motion of Mr. Bond, referred to the 
committee on roads and canals. 

A resolution offered by the same, on the same 
day, and laid over, in relation to the surveys of 
certain mineral lands in that territory, was taken 
up and adopted. 

The resolution of Mr. Everett, offered and laid 
over on the 9th January, calling for inquiry as to 
the capture of certain Seminoles, under a flag of 
truce, by general Jesup, was next taken up, and 
passed. 

The resolution of Mr. Fillmore, calling for in- 
formation from the executive relative to the burn- 
ing of the steamboat Caroline, at Schlosser, which 
was offered on the 19th of February, and laid over, 
came next in order for consideration. 

Mr. McKim said that, in the absence of the chair- 
man of the committee on foreign affairs, he would 
move to lay this resolution on the table. 

Mr. Fillmore expressed the hope that the resolu- 
tion would not thus be disposed of. It was of- 
fered a month ago, and the information it called for 
was of importance. 

Mr. McKim insisting on his motion, 

Mr. Fillmore demanded the yeas and nays; when 

Mr. McKim said he would change his motion, 
and moved to postpone the further consideration of 
the resolution until to morrow. 

Mr. Fillmore would iike to know for what reason 
the gentleman from Maryland had interposed this 
objection. 

Mr. McKim had already said that the chairman of 
the committee on foreign affairs was not in his place. 

Mr. Fillmore said he had the best reason to 
know that that gentlemen was in favor of, or rather 
was not opposed to, the adoption of this proposition. 

Mr. McKim could only speak for himself. He 
was, himself, opposed to the adoption of it. Every 
thing was now going on right, with regard to that 
affair, and the tendency of this proposition would 


————. 
Mr. Fillmore. It would be recollected that. . 
affair alluded to in this proposition occurred so... 
three months ago. The resolution of inguiry } 
already been on the table a month. ‘The ag 
tion it seeks is in the hands of the executive. T. 
obtain it was a matter of as much importance tn 
his constituents as it could possibly be to the ie: 
tleman from Maryland, who has easier access to me 
source. It was discretionary with the executiye te 
grant or to withhold this information, as he should 
think best. The gentleman from Maryland :j ht 
certainly so far confide in the executive as to ie 
such a matter to him. 

Mr. Adams, hoped the gentleman from Marylanq 
would withdraw his motion to postpone. The jp. 
formation asked for was of such a character ag {o 
allay, not to excite feeling. The house was the 
proper arbiter of all questions touching peace ang 
war, and should first receive all important infor. 
mation upon topics like that under considera. 
tion. Yet the intelligence of the day had contajy. 
ed official correspondence upon the subject, which 
this very resolution a month ago demanded, anq 
which now comes before the house from Canada. 

Mr. McKim had read this correspondence, ang 
saw init only additional reason why this resoly. 
tion ought not now to be adopted. It would only 
keep up the feverish anxiety of the country to 
know that which the proper time for knowing had 
not yet come. The whole afiair was the subject of 
negotiation at the court of St. James, and it would 
be improper to anticipate the result. He could not 
withdraw his motion to postpone. 

Mr. Fillmoreand Mr. Fletcher, of Vermont, ip. 
sisted upon the importance of this information to 
the whole country, and to their constituents in par- 
ticnlar, and hoped the motion would not prevail, 

The motion to postpone was rejected without a 
division ; and the resolution was then adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the house resolv- 
ed itself into committee of the whole on thie state 
cf the union, (Mr Casey in the chair,) upon the 
general appropriation bill. 

An amendment offered yesterday by Mr. Hal- 
stead, proposing to strike out the appropriation of 
$4,000 for a jet d’eau in the capital yard, being 
under consideration, and the mover having posses- 
sion of the floor, 

Mr. Halstead went at length into an examination 
of the expenditures of the last and present adinin- 
istrations, and those of Mr. Adutns’ administration, 
urging the necessity of their reduction, and of the 
interposition of a check to alleged increasing ex- 
travagances. 

Mr. Bynum responded to the remarks of Mr. 
Halsted. His observations applied to the stric- 
tures of the gentleman from New Jersey upon the 
extravagance of the administration, and were 
chiefly of a personal character. 

Mr. Lincoln expressed his surprise that the gen- 
tleman from New Jersey should have introduced 
his review of the expenditures upon an aiend- 
ment sounimportant. He defended the appropria- 
tion under consideration, and did not consider that, 
as chairman of the committee on the public buil- 
dings, he had acted in opposition to democratic 
principles in putting that item into the estimates 
upon which the bill before the committee was bas- 
ed. He was opposed to rash and indiscriminate 
denunciations against the administration, and be- 
lieved that such a course impeded, rather than 
aided desirable reforms. 

Mr. Bell said that the country was under obligo- 
tion to the gentleman from New Jersey {or his 
effort in bringing up the instances of extravagance 
in expenditure in the administration of the gover! 
ment, whether in the legislative or executive Gc 
partments. He believed that that gentleman would 
find that some of the items to which he had allud- 
ed were not the proper subjects of animadver:10" 5 
but as to the great mass of those items, he was 
correct. Mr. B. was sorry to perceive the tone IP 
which that gentleman had been responded to. 
the positions of gentlemen upon this subject wel’ 
to be sanctioned by the house, there was an end 10 
free debate and free inquiry into the expenditure’ 
of the government forever. He thonght the prese? 
the prope: occasion for the introduction of this dlis- 
enssion, as to the general expenditures of govern: 
ment. . 

Mr. Cambreleng made some remarks 10 ont 
ence to the pressing necessity of the immedia 
passage of the appropriation bills. 

Mr. Mercer, as a member of the committe 
the public buildings, sustained the particula? 
in the bill now to be striken out. 

Mr. Halstead took the floor, and gave Way fo 

Mr. Bell, who moved that the committee rise 5 
which was ordered, 63 to 48. d- 

On motion of Mr. Underwood, the house * 
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only be to excite and irritate feeling. 





| journed at ten minutes past 5 o’clock. 
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